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POWER

by neil patterson jr.

Many Tuscarora people are wondering about their role in the federal relicensing of the Ni-
agara Power Project. The New York Power Autho
expire on August 31, 2007. The Tuscarora Nation has been monitoring the progress of the relicens
ing process here at the Niagara Power Project and at the St. Lawrence Seaway in Massena, New
York. The St. Lawrence Seaway project is scheduled for a new license in 2003. The Mohawk Na-
tion is anticipated to play a large role in the process at Massena.

When NYPA was formed, the emphasis was on creating power, fast and cheap. No envi-
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FORGET
Relicensing
Information

ronmental impact statements, no historic preservation or cultural resource studies stood in the I\S/Iaetﬁ;[g;g
way of the demand for energy. Today, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) con- April 21 23601
trols a relicensing process for the private entities that operate hydroelectric facilities. Many of %ILD éYM

these projects were granted licenses ranging from thirty to fifty years; NYPA received a license to
build and operate the St. Lawrence Seaway and the Niagara Power Project in 1953 and 1957 respec
tively, both with afifty -y ear | i cense. I n the early 198008s t
date work on turbines at the Niagara Power Project.
The St. Lawrence Seaway and the Mohawk Nation

The St. Lawrence FDR Power Project along the St. Lawrence River will expire in 2003. The power dam at this
project regulates water levels moving through the St. Lawrence River, ancestral home to the Mohawks of Akwesasne.
The impacts to the Nation by the FDR Power Project are immense, from the flooding of cultural properties and the loss
of fisheries to toxic environmental contamination.

The first order of business for Akwesasne was to try and educate NYPA on the cultural and political customs of
t he Mohawk Nation. Hoping not to be |l umped into | ocal scho
Gaswenta, or Two-Row Wampum belt, to demonstrate how Mohawks would work with NYPA. A three  -month study to
identify the issues Mohawk people had about this relationship was conducted. Consequently, the Mohawk Working
Group was formed, which included a united front of the three major governments that exist at Akwesasne: The Mohawk
Nation Council of Chiefs (the traditional Haudenosaunee government), the St. Regis Mohawk Tribe ([SRMT] the US fed-
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NATIONAL ROADSIDE CLEANUP

SATURDAY APRIL 28 2001
9:00 amd 2:00 pm

Trucks will be at the Picnic Grove.

PotLuck Lunch at Noon in the Old Gym.
Will not take anything that has/had FREON in it.
NO large car parts.
NO Oils, Paints or Thinners.

Only Roadside garbage will be picked up.
"Many Hands Lighten the Load"
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Regional News

New York Bans Gas Additive

New York has amended state law to prohibit gasoline containing the
additive methyl tertiary butyl ether (MTBE). The use, sale or importation of
fuels containing MTBE will be illegal in New York beginning January 1, 2004.
Violators could pay up to $10,000 in fines. MTBE has been used since the 1970s
to increase octane and to boost the amount of oxygen in fuel, providing a
cleaner burn. The additive replaced dangerous ingredients like tetra -ethyl lead
designed for the same benefits in gas. Many areas of New York State were re-
quired to sell gasoline with an increased octane content after the Clean Air Act
amendments of 1990. However, MTBE has a high solubility in water and is
able to move quickly through groundwater. This makes for some difficult re-
medial actions when underground storage tanks release gasoline into the envi-
ronment. MTBE has been shown to cause cancer in laboratory animals.

Treaty Based Cleanup

A federal US Environmental Protection Agency remediation was paid
for by the parent company responsible for dumping chemicals on Onondaga
Nation territory. The toxins were linked to the Cowles Chemical Company,
who illegally disposed of toxic barrels over a 25 -acre site in Onondaga. Rhone
Poulenc, a French company paid for the $2.3 million cleanup of the toxins. In
1999, the RhonePoulec created Aventis CropScience USA Inc., a successor to
Cowles Chemical. Aventis has agreed to pay $100,000 in administrative costs
for the cleanup. The remediation was handled by the EPA as a representation
of treaty rights assured to the Onondaga Nation by the United States of Amer-
ica.

NIMO Pollution

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
(NYSDEC) has signed a consent order with Niagara Mohawk Power Corpora-
tion to settle a case regarding violations in four power plants across New York
State. The C.R. Huntley Station in the Town of Tonawanda, Dunkirk Station in
the City of Dunkirk, the Oswego Station in the City of Oswego and the Albany
Steam Station in the City of Albany have all violated New York State emission
law pertaining to opacity. Opacity is the measure of the density of particulate
matter and smoke from the stacks. New York State Law requires that emis-
sions not obstruct the clear view of an object in the background by 20% over a
six-minute period, or by 40% at any time. The three power stations were linked
to several thousand incidents from 1996 to 1999 for the sixminute rule. The
NYSDEC cited poor design and operation during start -up and shut-down
events. Niagara Mohawk, who paid $900,000 as part of the order, has since
sold the plants.

Ecological Incitement

A growing controversy between non -native agencies and Indian Na-
tions in the United Sates is developing over natural resource policy that has a
cross boundary impact. Recent US case law has set precedent for Northwest
tribes seeking to protect and enhance environmental conservation independent
of state and local governments. A priority focus on natural resources, treaty -
based hunting and fishing rights and a sovereign land base has allowed many
Nations to implement conservation efforts with or without the cooperation of
surrounding jurisdictions. This role reversal is also bolstered by a growing
throng of native professionals, including scientists and lawyers who are at the
forefront of environmental science and legal research. Take for instance, the
Nez Perce Nation in Idaho, who once roamed over 13 million acres of the
Northwest. Today the reservation is 750,000 acres, though they have treaty

(Continued on pag®)



FISH WILDLIFE HABITAT PLOTS

focus groups to investigate risk perception and health issu plots for idle fields and fallow land throughout our territory.

and the Niagara Frontier, with o&lickory hardwoods spread

and Preventive Medicine has proposed using the groups t¢ J i - ,
throughout fireresistant areas of Big Bluestem grass, Indian

determine the knowledge, attitudes and practices of sport
fishing and sport fishing consumption among specific
groups of people. The group has proposed to work with th¢
Tuscarora Nation in participation with the New York State
Angler Cohort Study. Anglers relate their experiences, atti-
tudes and feelings about fish in their historical and current
context.

Let the Tuscarora Environment Program your

that also harbor indigenous wildlife, including a dwindling n

these types of conservation improvements. We also have sp
ghum and sunflower seeds to unload this spring. Find the in-
creased wildlife activity areas and find our habitat plots.

thoughts about this project. Although we are continuing to ANY KIDS INTERESTED IN RAISING PHEASANTS?
record traditional knowledge sources regarding fish, we wil If you have an available pen with a roof and time to raise

not move forward without the full support of the community pheasants for ten weeks this spring call the Tuscarora Envi
and the approval of the Tuscarora Nation. ment Program or Dan Olmstead at the Cornell Cooperativ

tension Office in Lockport at 278131.

growing in dense shade and occasionally occurs in areas receiving full sun. Perfect colonies of garlic mustard li

throughout Tuscarora territory.

A sure fire sign ofA. petiolatais the pungent garlic odor emitted from the plant.
The strong redolence gradually dissipates by autumn. Garlic mustard can also be exd
distinguished by examining the roots. It has a white slender taproot, with a characteri
crook or "s" shape at the top of the root, just below the base of the stem.

Alliaria petiolatais a biennial herb that can grow 3 feet high as an adult plant.
white flowers bloom from May through June, producing a-&ided fruit about 41/2 inches
long on short stalks. Early in the spring, seeds grow into an immature plant that will o
winter as a basal rosette attached to a short taproot which is just below the soil surfac
following year, adult plants grow triangular or hesinaped, sharfpothed leaves. White
flowers, each only about 6 mm in diameter, are typical of the mustard family, in havin
petals in the form of a cross. Adult plants die forever after producing seed. Seeds ha
month dormancy period and do not germinate until the second spring after ripening. [
ent to most plants, it will grow quickly in the late fall and early spring, usually when ot
plants are dormant.

Once this plant has settled in there are not too many options available to rid a
this pest. It has no natural enemies; even the white tail deer will turn their nose to this
The only sure fire method of removal is to conduct a monitored spring burn, followed
hand pulling and cutting flowers with a scythe. Low intensity fires that do not burn thrg
the leaf litter have no effect on garlic mustard. Removal of plants byaliclg is only WANTED
effective if the root is removed. If the stem snaps off from the root crown of-Havegring | Hearty invasive herb-3 6
plant, the plant may reprout. When hangulling, disturb the soil as little as possible, an(  tall with highly-toothed,
tamp the soil firmly after removing the plant. Soil disturbance can bring garlic mustarq heartshaped leaves and ni
to the surface and create a favorable environment for garlic mustard germination and Merous small white flowers
Timing is import for this procedure to work, so if you can identify any garlic mustard in Strongsmell of garlic

. . . . . throughout spring. Last
area, try to eliminate it before it 1ig seen bullying wild ginseng

The SUNY University at Buffalo is conducting The Environment Program is planning wildlife habitat and food

grass and Switchgrass. These are native elements of Creaﬂion
m-
ber of bird species. Please let TEP know if you are interestgd in

related to sport fishing practices. The Department of Socia Warm Season grasses once dominated the Lake Ontario Plain

r-

Ex-

Because of its use as a culinary herb in Europe and because of its perceived medicinal value,
garlic mustard was deliberately introduced to North America in the late nineteenth century. The eat

Pull liest record ofAlliaria petiolatain North America dates to a collection made on Long Island, New
York State, in 1868. It was first recorded at Toronto in 1879.
Those Today, this plant can now be found in over 30 states and three Canadian provinces. The invasive
Plants ! nature of this plant has made it a serious threat to the ecological balance across Haudenosaunee

territory. The mustard species occurs most frequently in upland and floodplain forests, savannas, ar
along roadsides. It invades shaded areas, especially disturbed sites, and open woodland. It is capable

e in mc

soils above shallow limestone bedrock in wooded areas. This makes the mustard plant an ideal candidate for scarps



Un - h In_thefgecond part of our Uneheh series, we look at the planting, growth and early care of the corn

plant.Our first segment discussed the proper siting for your corn patch. After the best location available
is chosen for planting, preparation of the land must be focused on. Today, the modern farmer, equippec
with tractors and a variety of plow types, can prepare the site in the previous fall or early spring to ready
the land for planting.

Originally, the initial clearing of the land to build the garden plots was done through the slashing
and burning of forest cover. The ashy remnants of the clearing gave the new garden an increased amo
of nutrients and was augmented by virgin compost and organic matter accumulated over the life of the
forest. Once these enrichments were depleted by food crops and additional additives could no longer
increase yields, a new section of forested land was cleared for planting. This type of agriculture in-
creases the biodiversity of the farm organism both within and on top of the soil, breaks many weed and
other pest life cycles and improves nutrient cycling and utilizatiespecially where legumes are used

to fix nitrogen.

Before the horse and plow were introduced to Haudenosaunee people, all of the planting was by hand using ve
simple tools. Deer shouldétade hoes, stone shovels and antlers turned soil, dug holes and readied for planting saved
seeds. Women had the largest responsibility in maintaining the garden. Once the field was cleared, women would star
planting corn in the form of squares with at lea3t$eeds in each square. When the corn came up and was sturdy
enough, they would then go through and plant 4 pole beans around each square of corn. There would be a set of sque
or pumpkins planted every 7 squares or in the middle sections of the corn plants. Over time these plants protect and
nourish each other. The beans supply essential nitrogen to the corn. The corn gave the beans a stalk in which it could
grow on. The corn and beans gave the squash the needed shade and in return the prickly squash leaves-tagd out soft
animals before harvest A garden site was used many times before being returned to fallow land. The same mounds w
used for repeat years of crops until the garden was shifted, eliminating the excessive need to plow the whole parcel.

Haudenosaunee people have been using farm machinery designed for row crops to plant Uneheh for over a ht
dred years. A modern corn planter will not plant Indian corn; Haudenosaunee people have actually altered modern cor
planters to allow row cropping with the odized corn seed. Other Haudenosaunee farmers continue to raise traditional
garden plots or a combination of both. Any process is sufficient; any crop planted today usually supplements the lack c
Ongwehoweh that continue to raise Uneheh.

The decision to plow a site scheduled for planting in the fall may have an advantageous effect on the coming
crop, freezing and cracking clayey soils and a weed free spring. Bujpéofalfield will have one large disadvantage:
modern bottorplows can induce large amounts of soil erosion throughout the winter and spring. The snowmelt and
spring rains can displace precious surface organic matter and rich topsoil which have essejMialdifgoperties.

Timing is essential when beginning to work a field. Wet conditions can lead to stuck tractors and rotted seeds.
Most farmers will plow a field from North to South, but the technique will depend on the individual preference, drainage
and size and shape of the field. After the soil is ready, a prescribed amount of discing with a cultivator is completed to

(Continued on pag@é)
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Franklin "Big Man" Patterson Jr.
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Occupation: Retired Millwright aRay tu U n 4
E Seeds First seeds obtain from his father. A
Crop Harvest: On an average year he can get at least/B0braids
5 of corn depending on the weather.
%Uses Seed and Food.
1
s T

% Every year he donates corn to the Tuscarora Temperance New Years '
% Day Feast for Corn Bread. He also makes and sells Corn Bread at the Tuscarora Annual Picnic thejseconc
weekend in July. Occasionally makes soup or bread throughout the year to teach his family. %
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HETF NEWS

In May of 1999 the EPA territories. There is a lack of quali-
and HETF signed a grant agreementi fied Haudenosaunee people who
covering a period from May 1999  have been trained in contemporary

through April 2000 that allowed environmental sciences. But our
Tuscarora and Cayuga Nations to  mandate is also to support both the
develop and establish Environ- traditional knowledge and western

mental Protection programs with the science instruction of our youth and
assistance of HETF. In September program staff. HETF members at-
of 1999 the agreement was tended two major conferences this
amended to include the Tonawanda past year: the National Tribal Envi-
Seneca Nation and the grant period ronmental Council in Mashantucket
was extended until December of Pequot Tribal Nation in Connecticut
2000. The GAP grant consists of and the Fifth National Conference

five objectives: on Environmental Management in
The first objective is to Lincoln City, Oregon. HETF mem-
develop a core environmental bers also enrolled in training spe-

program to meet cifictothe needs identified by their
needsHETF holds quarterly meet- respective Nations. Some of these
ings around the Confederacy and include Geographic Information
monthly conference calls to ex- Systems and Geographic Position-
change information, meet with envi- ing Systems training, computer in-
ronmental representatives and up-  struction classes, air quality work-
date organizational policies. HETF shops and water quality training just

was awarded an Environmental to name a few.

Quality Award from EPA Region 2 The second objective is to
this past year for the advocacy and establish policies and procedures
infrastructrural improvements to ensure scientifically valid data.
within the Haudenosaunee Confed- This simply means that we need to
eracy. have a Quality Assurance/Quality

Environmental training isa  Control (QAQC) Plan to guide the
high priority in the development of  collection and interpretation of data
core environmental programs
within the Tonawand

in a consistent manner. A QAQC
program is essential to assuring in-
formation developed is legally and
scientifically defensible. We are
currently developing our QAQC
plan with the assistance of a con-
tractor.

l ncreasing the
knowledge and understanding of
potential sources of air, land and
water pollution is our third objec-
tive. HETF members have partici-
pated in a solid waste education
project with the St. Regis Mohawk
Tribebds Environmen:
project included updates regarding
composting, tribal solid waste pro-
grams, solid waste disposal tech-
niques and issues, recycling proc-
esses and visits to certified landfill
and materials recovery facilities.

This objective plays the
largest role for the Cayuga Nation,
who currently is lacking a land
base. The current land claim covers
the ancestral home of the Cayugas
on the northern end of Cayuga
Lake. The Cayuga HETF program
is continuing a review of the Cor-
nell Lake Source Cooling Project
and other potential environmental

impacts with in the claim area.

( http://www.hetfonline.org/) (Continued on pag#0)
Tuscarora and Cayuga . .

rights to hunt and fish in much of Oregon and Washington. In 1999, 31 percent of the tribe's budget was spent on natu-

ral resource programs.

But the aggressive nature of this reparation has often left them pitted against industry andmodern environmen-
talists over certain issues. A current debate surrounds a proposed fish hatchery being built by the Nez Perce. The tribe
feels their only option left to address dwindling salmon returns on the Northwest coast is to augment wild salmon
populations. This approach is discouraged by state biologists and other conservationists who believe that the protection
of wild strains of returning salmon must be focused on rather than increasing artificial supplements. The protection af-
forded is directly linked to restoring habitat and improving water quality in order to safeguard wild fish. But such
change would require increased cutbacks in forestry, industrial pollution and rural development, measures that big
business does not generally endorse. Consequently, the Nez Perce have found allies in the business community who are
willing to support hatchery programs rather than to address conservation enhancements. But they remain divided with
industry over one issue: the Nez Perce have sided with biologists to support the removal of dams across traditional
spawning routes used by the salmon. The dams block passages, increase sediment problems, change vegetation and
have generally resulted in poor spawning conditions for salmon returning from the ocean. There is an increasing num-
ber of dams that have become obsolete over the past twenty years, dams which are in poor physical condition and have
become candidates for removal. Other dams provide cheap hydroelectric power to industry and have become the collo-
quial right of big business in the West. President Bush recently vowed to back industry on this position, turning back the
clock for salmon fisheries conservation and recovery. Regardless, tribes still have one expectation in the legal debate:



Skaru:r |

yuhy 8| C h a r gdotsyaw tharaws

The translation of this word from Tuscarora to English means "its fruit is

prickly". There are about 60 total species of Gooseberry (Ribes sp.) shrubs. The
berries with spines are called gooseberries, while the unarmed shrubs are re-
ferred to as currants. The leaves are 1/2" to 4" in length with 1 -3 thorns at the
base of the leaf stock. These leaves are very similar to the shape of a maple

leaf. From May through June it will have greenish flowers in clusters. The fruit

will also appear in short clusters of 1 - 5 and will be red -purple covered with
long spines with a sweet taste. You can find gooseberries growing in moist areas
along creek banks, wooded valleys and lake shores. Gooseberries are more com-
monly used in jellies, jams, pies, and sauces.

l.
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;"‘ a\¢ = Club moss (Lycopodium sp.) is also known as the ground pine. Itis a

3:__;\. ¢ moss like evergreen that has 3 - 15 inch creeping runners. The stalks

;(-"K'”a of the branches will either have needles, or tiny hair  -like bristles that
7" line the branch. The ground hemlock female plants will have red juicy

3 2 berry like fruits about 1/2 inch in diameter. The only part of the

; i‘ ground hemlock that is commonly used will be the pulp and skin of the
2% fruit for chest colds. Some of the uses for the ground pine are for

% women going through change of life, or for when one gets a cold in the

2488525 1 blood.
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Mature Eastern Hemlock (  Tsuga canadensis) can be easily identified
by their towering spires and a trunk diameter of 2 - 3 feet when ma-
ture. Their drought -fearing seeds require mature forest conditions be-
fore they establish a patented climax stage hemlock forest. The nee-
dles vary from 5/16" - 1" long and are whitened beneath. The wood of
Hemlock is generally of poor quality, but the bark is rich in tannin,
which can be used as an astringent. A tea made from the leafy twig
tips is used for kidney ailments. In addition it can be used in steam
baths for rheumatism, colds, and coughs, and to induce sweating.

ul nahs~ Ar e h oohnawseh reh

Poison Hemlock ( Conium maculatum ) is an alien biennial herb that grows 3 to
8 feet tall and has a smooth purple -spotted stem and triangular, finely divided
leaves with bases that sheathe the stem. Fresh leaves and roots have a rank,
disagreeable, parsnip -like odor. The fruit is tiny, flattened, and ridged. Under-
ground is a fleshy, unbranched white taproot. Unlike wild carrot there are no
hairs on the stems or leaves of poison -hemlock and no branching, feathery
bracts beneath the flower clusters. These plants are commonly found along
roadsides, edges of cultivated fields, railroad tracks, irrigation ditches, stream
banks, and in waste areas. A lethal dose for a horse is 4 to 5 pounds of leaves.
Humans are often poisoned, mistaking the roots for parsnips, the leaves for
parsley, or the seeds for anise.




Printup Completes Air Quality Internship

Over the past year and a half, Lynette Printup has been attending air quality workshops given by
Northern Arizona Universityods (NAU) Institute for| Tr
cently attended their workshop oFundamentals of Air
March 12-16, 2000. Other workshops have focused on the technical aspects of emissions inventories, pollutiorn
control technology, permitting Title V sources and air pollution monitoring. The workshops are offered to
tribal environment al programs throughout the counjtry
regarding air pollution.

This past January, the Cortina Indian Rancheria of Wintun Indians near Williams, California hosted
Lynette for a one week professional internship sponsored by ITEP. The week focused on the development of
an emissions inventory. The inventory is a comprehensive listing, by source, of the air pollutant emissions in
a specific geographical area during a specific time period. Lynette will be conducting an Emissions Inventory
for the Tuscarora Nation within the next year. So watch for the assessment sheet in your mailbox this sum-
mer; we all need to do our part to leave a clean and healthy world for the Generations coming!

(Continued from pagé)
break down the soil. Most farmers will disc the soil two times to ensure that the ground is broken down into a nice tex-
ture which will support the seed.

Interpreting whether the soil is ready for planting will depend on the weather, the condition and temperature of
the soil. The condition of the soil should be porous and workable. It should be able to hold moisture without becoming
water logged. Proper nutrients should be checked to make sure that the soil could support the seed in its futile stage.
simple soil test will check the pH of the soil, along with indicating whether there is enough organic matter in the soil. If
there is not enough organic matter in the soil, some will need to be added and worked into the field before any planting
can be done.

In the days before thermometers, the old timers would watch for the baltimore orioles. When the first orioles
were spotted, it was time to plant Uneheh. Today, the soil can be monitored with a thermometer to make sure the temr
perature is right. Any temperature above 60 degrees will give the seed a good beginning. It is best that the corn be
planted no later than May $®ut if weather conditions are not favorable, try to get the corn in before Memorial Day.

The amount planted will depend on the ability of the grower to harvest and use the corn without waste. Inevita-
bly, some corn will fall prey to a opportunistic birds and animals and this should be accounted for. When planting the
seed, make sure that the width between each row is 20' to 40'. In the days of horse and plow, the width between the r
was 40' or more so they could get the horse between the
rows, to cultivate after the corn had started to grow. Si
the switch from horse to tractor the width of the rows ha
gotten smaller because the tractor can get between the
smaller rows. Seeds should be planted 172" deep in thd
soil. If the seed is planted two shallow, they will be the
next meal for the black birds and if it is planted two dee
then the seed will not be able to germinate properly.

After the seed is planted it will absorb moisture 4
swell. In the center of each seed is an embryo or germ
which contains a tiny leaf and root. Surrounding each €
bryo is a soft starch and hard starch and finally the outg
hull.  The moisture will break down that outer hull and 3
sorb into the seed giving the tiny leaf and root a chance
grow. The first root to emerge from the seed is called t

radicle. The tiny leaf will be called the first colepotine, The first root to emerge from the Uneheh seed is called the

which will eventually be the starting foundation for the | 5 qicle. The first leaf, called the colepotine, emerges shortly af-
stock. If weather conditions are excellent, a plant can o terward to eventually form the stalk of the plant.

from a seed within-% days. But if the weather is cold, it
will restrict the growth of the plant. Once the seed is planted, to rest is up to the Creator. The next part of thils series
explain early growth, harvest and storage of Uneheh. =




(Continued from pag#)
erally -recognized government) and the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne ([MCA] the Canadian -recognized government).

Following the completion of the preliminary study, the Akwesasne Task Force on the Environment (ATFE), a
community environmental group from Akwesasne, was hired by NYPA to conduct a Cultural Resource Study to identify
traditional Mohawk cultural properties involved with the new license application. The contract:

- is a NYPA contract with ATFE to satisfy National Historic Preservation Act requirements for the new license. This
contract includes provisions to safeguard sensitive information in the research agreement.

- identified old research through literature searches and existing bodies of work, while carrying out new research. This
includes oral histories and narrative data and is modeled entirely on the Thanksgiving Address.

- uses an Academic Advisory Group, including non -natives to provide objective scientific and legal review of the work
in progress.

The Mohawk Working Group was a single voice from Akwesasne for the Power Authority to listen to. In 1999, the
Group submitted a united Mohawk proposal to NYPA from all three entities.

Suddenly and sadly, SRMT submitted a separate proposal in the closing hours, dismissing the role of the Mohawk
Working Group, ATFE, the Mohawk Nation Council of Chiefs and the MCA. This sent the Canadian and traditional gov-
ernments scrambling to send in their own proposals to NYPA at the last minute. In the same move, SRMT declared that
ATFE should provide confidential data regarding cultural resources at Akwesasne to NYPA. This followed pressure from
NYPA, who was not satisfied with the vagueness and protective nature of the study. Eventually NYPA continued in their
duplicity when they reneged on the Cultural Resource Study contract with ATFE altogether, which has gone unpaid for
work completed. After ATFE refused to release this data and contract negotiations went stale, NYPA declared their intent
to only work with the federally -r ecogni zed SRMT over any other o0groups. 6 The
within the Mohawk Nation are the main stumbling blocks of negotiations, somehow ignoring their own shrewd divide
and conquer tactics.

In November of 2000, | attended a Cooperative Consultation Process (CCP) Team meeting on invitation from the
Mohawks to observe CCP negotiations between St. Lawrence River communities and NYPA. Most Mohawks have de-
clared themselves separate from this Team, which includes townships, business alliances, NYS DEC, US Fish & Wildlife
Service, and other stakeholder groups who meet regularly. This team was assembled by NYPA, who pay consultants to
attempt achieving a consensus among different parties over issues of economic and environmental issues pertaining to the
new license. This process is also known as the collaborative process, which is designed to be an inclusive open discussion
and a relatively new idea with FERC.

However, time is still running out for the Power Authority. In addition to problems with Mohawk negotiations,
they are making full use of extensions granted from the government to try and please the towns of Libson, Louisville,
Waddington, Massena, etc. Many of these North Country people have not been satisfied with the decisions made by
NYPA over the past fifty years either.

However the Mohawk Nation and NYPA decide to resolve this issue will prove to be an important example for NYPA
and the Tuscarora Nation to learn from. The CCP Team that NYPA has created as an alternative to the traditional process
of obtaining a new license from the federal government has made very little progress towards settlement. Many have
wondered whether they will even bother to go with this alternative process at Niagara.

Niagara Power Project - Local Efforts
Several relicensing groups have recently formed in the last five years that focus on the Niagara Power Project reli-

censing process. Most have included a oONative American Rep
at several meetings of each of these groups. The participants in these committees severely overlap, with many of the same

people in three separate groups. Representatives of schooc
groups, environmental advocates, county | egislators, etc.,

been created as a grassroots organization. Another is formed by public legislation.

There is current effort to combine the groups after local politicians voiced concern over a lack of unity before en-
tering negotiations with NYPA. It can be expected that the separate groups will attempt to retain leadership structures
and coalesce in a multi-party organization, representing different parties unwilling to be wholly represented by one en-
tity. There are very different goals within the region that will nurture this bureaucratic move, along with a sense of injus-
tice over who should be considered a O0Ostakehol der. o One t
ara than at the St. Lawrence that involves a greater number and diversity of interested parties.

NYPA claims that stakeholders are organizing too early and that they cannot commit any time to the Niagara Pro-
ject yet. Although the public has no role of participating in the actual license application yet, the idea is to jump -start the
process to work on the long task of compromising. Most of these committees are charged with the task of bringing a single
voice from regional stakeholders to NYPA. This is in hopes of convincing the Power Authority that an alternative licens-

(Continued on pag#l)



Tuscarora Nation

CURBSIDE RECYCLING PROGRAM

This program is for customers of Modern Disposal Inc., and

Is provided in addition to regular trash removal service at NO COST
Post this recycling guide over your garbage can to remember to separate your trash.

YES

PREPARATION

NO

Newspaper Anything that Place loosely in brown Items NOT recyclable:
Magazines comes with the paper grocery bags on Napkins, tissue paper, paper towe
Newspaper, ALL wax paper, wrapping paper,
Catalogs magazines, catalogs, (0P Of or near the ANY FOOD SOILED PAPER
Junk Mail telephone books, Recycling Bin
office paper Do NOT use strings or
plastic bags. Include only
clean products
Corrugated All brown corru- Remove tape, staples and Items NOT recyclable:
Ccardboard gated, ALL brown wax inserts. Flatten boxes Coated boxes, soiled or oil soake
paper bags, box- in 3x3 sheets and boxes. Cardboard lined with foarn
Box Board board (shoe boxes), Place next to Recycling or laminated material
cereal and gift :
Bin
boxes
Glass ALL clear, green | Wash containers, remove lids Items NOT recyclable:
Bottles and brown food andl and caps. Recycle metal lids| Ceramic bottles and other cerami
beverage containers and throw away plastic lids. |items, flower pots, crystal, light bull
Labels are acceptable mirrors and window glass, ovenwa|
Place in Recycling Bin.
Metal ALL metal food and Wash containers Items NOT recyclable:
Containers beverage containers Labels are acceptable Paint or auto fluid containers, Aerof
Aluminum food cans, automotive parts, pipe, gutte
trays Place in Recycling Bin or other large items.
Plastics ALL plastic food, Wash containers Items NOT recyclable:

soap and beverage
containers with
threaded tops

Labels are acceptable
Remove and Discard Cap
In Your Trash

Place in Recycling Bin

Auto fluid containers, furniture,
plates, bags, tableware, medicine &

ot-

tles, Plexiglas, fast food, Tupperwdre

NO wide mouth containers like yo
gurt, cottage cheese or butter tub
NO STYROFOAM, deli containers
or microwave containers.
NO MEDICAL WASTE like bags o
hypodermic syringes

S

Recycled materials must be in proper containers to be recycled.

MAKE SURE YOUR BLUE BOX IS VISIBLE FOR COLLECTION ON

THE DAY OF YOUR WEEKLY GARBAGE PICKUP.
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Other HETF program staff also con-
tinue to build their working rela-
tionships with local, state and fed-
eral agencies related to obtaining
information on potential sources of
air, land and water pollution impact-
ing their territory.

Another important develop-
ment came from the Tuscarora Na-
tion Soil Survey. Bryan Printup and
Steve Carlisle, a soil scientist with
the National Resource Conservation
Service, have completed the neces-
sary fieldwork and a Tuscarora lan-
guagebased draft document is ex-
pected to be completed by late fall.

The fourth objective is to
build on existing knowledge and
understanding of the land to pro-
tect future generations.The HETF
believes that many of the solutions
to environmental problems already
lie within the collective knowledge
of each Nation. Therefore we
should be helping to support and
utilize the environmental perspec-
tives within our protection and res-
toration strategies. The HETF
worked in collaboration with Mr.
Kreg Ettenger on the project:
ALocal Sour ce
and Protection: The Experiences of
Haudenosaunee Communities in

New Yor k St at eo tTheCayugaand T Tonawanda Senegae n -

sible precautions throughout Nations are also working to meet

Haudenosaunee territory to protect these objectives. The Cayuga Nation

surface and ground waters. Each Na- Environment Program set up a booth

tion is also working to supportand at Aur orads Peachto

cultivate further existing knowledge educate the Central New York com-

sources for information related to munity about the Cayuga Nation and

culturally based environmental pro- the HETF. The Tonawanda HETF

tection plans. We have a mandate thi Program along with Tuscarora has

carries an intent to provide our own hosted two Household Hazardous

culturally based environmental pro- Waste Collection days under the

tection processes for the use by HETF GA program. The Tuscarora

Haudenosaunee Nations. Environment Program
The GAP gr ant (theTuscarora Elementary School

final objective is the sharing of also helps to share the environmental

knowledge and understanding of knowledge existent in our own back-

environmental issuesHETF has yards. The first phase of the School

publ i shed t he b o cGardenand Nature Trail Projectis

Come Before Al E currently in the final stages of con-r e -

source for the outside communities  struction.

who wish to learn about the current The HETF is now into its

status of the elements of Creation in second application of GAP program

Haudenosaunee territory. Members grant funding. If anyone has ques-

of HETF have continued to attend  tions or would like to contribute to

and present information, including  our efforts please fell free to call or

AWords, 6 on t he Fstophbyyourlocal HETF office.

spective at many environmental con-

ferences and meetings. We feel it is

imperative that the Haudenosaunee

voice is heard at these functions,

since the majority of tribes are not

r -

Wa t traditional governments that function

under treatybased government rela-
tionships with the US government.

Events & Opportunities

APRIL 226 Earth Days 2001 Niagara County CommunityEbeltegenental Fair, including table displays, presentations, and speakers

Robert F. Kennedy, Jr., Fine Arts Auditorium. Peggy E@R2Padiediiottp@niagaracc.suny.edu. NCCC, Sanborn, NY.

2628 Gathering of Nations. UMN Arena, "The Pit". Albuquerque, New Mexico. www.gatheringofhations.com

26 In Harm's Way: Toxic Threats to Child Development, A Training Program for Health Professionals. NY Ac&dggb; 620G

if seeking professional credits. Greater Boston Physicians for Social Resp@rgiiiity, 617

26 Willing Worker Meetihtade Labor for Food. 1840 Billington Road, East Aurora Buffalo. Organics CommunitytSeppakte

hold an educational meeting for those interested in working on their organic farm in East Aurora in exclargefableesma ey

working understanding of the local organic food systems. Stewar6B0&hie, 652

2829 Spring 2001 Community Tree Planting, Delaware and Martin Luther King Jr. Parks. Volunteers needed fongitla@ning

planting day. www.buffaloolmstedparks-a2y}Bagat. 20.

MAY 13: Sampling for Hazardous Materials Incidents. Fire Marshall's Training Center. Carson City, Neveda.Che@A21& R

7-8. Fish Contaminants: Natl. Risk Communication Conference. Chicago, lllinois. Tanya83hely883)sBtak.com

811 Intro to Air Quality ManagementNIABPFairbanks, Alaska. Christy Nations (Z03R5Zhristy.Nations@nau.edu

1517 Designs for Air Impact Assessments at Hazardous Waste Sites, Dept. of Toxic Substances Control. Cypressg, Califo

Bischoll, (415) 72267.

1518 Emissions Inventory WorkshopNABHR-lagstaff, Arizona. Christy Nations, ITEP, Phone7 (B22)3#&ty.Nations@athu.

21 Scajaquada Creek Watershed Advisory Council. Gloria J. Parks Community Center, 3242 Main Street (OnerGak sos|

Contact ECSWCD, 8330, ellehahn@ny.nacdnet.org

31-June 2 Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Review Committee Kelseyville, California. Conta8243i92y
(Continued on pag#2)
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ing process would be a sure thing here at Niagara. Some of these groups have already
private fundi
circumventing the internal role of the Power Authority and their consultants to find

recei ve

unanimity.

d

ng to hire

consultants that spec

However, some have wondered whether a traditional process is not such a bad
idea. In this scenario, the license application is put in the hands of the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission (FERC), who decides what are the real issues and who are the
real stakeholders. Sometimes this can yield positive results for those with direct envi-
ronmental issues or clearly linked impacts of the Project that can be proven through additional information and studies.
onal process does not bode well
relicensing mandates: cheap power, trust funds, etc. This type of process requires a constant need for legal representa-
tion, lots of paperwork and is definitely more expensive.
Most of the communities in the Niagara region have reaped the benefits of the Project. Whether it is the eco-
all ocation power of t|

But the

nomic boon of the industry -l a d e n

educat.

on

nflexible tradit:.

and

recreat.

1960866, i

onal

howstri

al

i mprovements in the 199006s,
benefit from NYPA. Certainly the focus in the Niagara region will be to support a new license for these same benefits:
keeping utility rates low to attract more economic development, giant trust funds for back payment of untaxed land and
an increase in local industrial power allocations. Select geographic regions may highlight waterfront recreation and ac-
cess improvements, but environmental concerns will probably rank low on the list in Western New York. This very un-

fortunate, since the whole idea of a new
license can bring increased environ-
mental accountability by the licensee and
a focus on local sustainable development
projects that might outlast the need for
hydroelectric power.

Where We Are
I n short, the Power
at Niagara is due mostly to their appre-
hension about the alternative process,
which has hits some major roadblocks at
St. Lawrence. Their non-involvement
should not be blamed on lack of person-
nel or resources, as NYPA was already
funding the Mohawks to identify issues
in 1996, seven years before the license is
up (where we are today!). Although this
CCP Team gives people a chance to bar-
gain through open dialogue, the large
bundle of money on the steps of the
Power Project is much too enticing for a
neverr-ending | ine of 0
that will form from nowhere. Some of
their concerns will be valid though, forc-
ing the Authority to make some potential
value judgements about these issues in-
stead of Washington.
More research on both types of FERC
license applications will be instrumental
to determining where the Tuscarora Na-
tion will have the inherent sovereignty of
a Haudenosaunee Nation and negotia-
tions based on treaties with the federal
government. NYPAO®Ss
Akwesasne will be a cultural barometer
measuring the pressures of future nego-
tiations with the Tuscarora Nation. Ulti-
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