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TUSCARORA

1. Last time the Longhouse was used as a domicile in the
Haudenosaunee, accordilmlg to

2. The ratio, in surface size, between the Niagara Lewiston Reser-
voir and the Tuscarora Nation: 1:3.5

3. Number of acres in the original Seneca Donation of land to the
Tuscarora in 1808: 640

4. The year the Haudenosaunee Environmental Task Force was
established: 1992

5. Number of years ago the last Tuscarora Nation Boundary Sur-
vey was conducted: 65

6. Number of ficornerso of t he
marked with concrete monuments: 11

7. The first year that Gypsy Moth was identified on the Tuscarora
Nation: 1986

8. The last time the Tuscarora Elementary School did not have a
6th Grade class: 1986

9. Amount of monies funded to the Tuscarora from their lands in
North Carolina, in 1802 dollars: $13,722

10. The anniversary the Temperance Society among the Tuscarora
will be celebrating in February 2004: 174

11. In dollars, the calculated amount of U.S. economic losses,
spanning over an 85 year period, caused by a mere 79 non-
indigenous species: 100 billion

12. The percentage of non-indigenous aquatic species established
in the Great Lakes, from 1959, when the St. Lawrence Seaway
opened, through 2000, that are attributed to ballast tank trans-

port and discharge of untreated ballast water: 72

13. The percent of all employees in the Executive Branch of the
U.S. Government who are American Indian/Alaskan Native: 2.3

14. Percentage of American Indian and Alaska Native students in
Grade 8 who scored at or above basic level in math on NAEP,
in 2000: 42

Source Information, see page 11
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Musical Chairs

i Congratulation to
Jim Ransom, on
being elected as
Tribal Chief for the
St. Regis Mohawk Tribe. Although
he is taking a long leave of absence
from the HETF Director position, we
wish Ratiwehratkense all the luck.

And Welcome to Joyce King, our
newly appointed HETF Acting Direc-
or. Congratulations to you Joyce.

B-Days

i A quick belated Happy Birthday to
Rene Rickard, September 15; and a
long Happy Birthday to our Director,
Neil Patterson, October 7th. We
would also like to extend Lynette
Printup a Birthday wish on December
18th! Happy Birthday guys!

Good -bye and Hello

i We want to say a farewell to
Marilyn Isaacs. She left our office in
July and we wish her all the luck in
her new endeavors.

Hello to our new employees. Sinuda
Hall, Mohawk, she will be working on
the NYPA Project as a field techni-
cian. And to Anita Ferguson, our
NCEF intern for the summer, thanks
for a job well done. Welcome every-
one.

The

[ The Clean Air Act (CAA), passed
through congress by the urging of the
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA), offers guidance, rulemaking
and enforcement capabilities to the
EPA in order to address the present
day ambient air pollution problem in
the United States.

I t 6s Ozone

The EPA is proposing a revised rule
to replace the 1-hour Ozone National
Ambient Air Quality Standard with a
more stringent 8-hour Ozone Na-

tional Ambient Air Quality Standard,
but since 1997 it has been stalled in
litigation. Now six years later it is
about to be implemented, meaning
that designating areas as attainment
or nonattainment (meaning okay or
not okay) is not far behind. The CAA
allows the EPA two years to desig-
nate areas using the revised stan-
dard.

So once the Ozone Standard is is-
sued the EPA will classify all of the
U.S. using this new rule, including all
of Indian Country. The CAA states
that if an Indian Nation does not have
the infrastructure to designate their
own territory then the EPA will do it
for them. The EPA assumes a lot,
starting with the assumption that it
has the authority to tell Indian Coun-
try what measure to use for their air
quality, let alone if it should be con-
sidered clean. If an Indian Nation
does choose to use the U.S. imposed
regulations it first has to apply to be
treated in a similar manner as a
State, it appears the US wants us to
ask for our sovereignty.

The new standard is a good step to-
wards protecting the natural environ-
ment, it just may not be in the best
interests of Indian Country with re-
gards to self-governance and auton-
omy. www.epa.gov/airlinks click on
fozone and
*lynette printup

Documents Abound

[ If there are Power Authority reli-
censing documents or anything else
omentioNed in Guioneweletters that you
would like a copy of and/or view, feel
free to call, email, or stop by the of-
fice to make your request. Open to
the Tuscarora public. Nya:we.

Everybodyods

i New York State, which contains
freshwater wetlands crucial to some
of the most significant watersheds of
North America, has one of the na-
tion's weakest wetlands protection
laws. The threats to wetlands -

sprawling commercial and residential
development - have been made more
immediate by the Bush Administra-
tion's interpretation of the recent fed-
eral court decision [U.S. Supreme
Court decision in Solid Waste
Agency of Northern Cook County v.
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 531
U.S. 159 (2001) (SWANCC)] and its
stated intention to use this decision
to further weaken wetlands regula-
tions. New York's freshwater wet-
lands law needs to be augmented to
specifically protect small (less than
twelve acres) and isolated wetlands,
and to improve the criteria and map-
ping process. *www.eany.org

Correction Box

i The cover photo of the Summer
2003 edition was mislabeled as the
Iroquois Potato. The blossom is ac-
tually from the Compass Plant, but
itds just as inte

Food Independence

i One of our long term goals is to
reverse our overall dependency on
commercial and processed foods. In
the 17th century, at a council with the

partic d: rench gfficials, the Haugengsaugee

leaders were asked to show evi-
dence of their sovereignty. One of
the leaders stepped forward. In the
palm of his hand was tiny kernels of
corn. By that simple act he meant
that as long as we can feed our-
selves, we can remain free and inde-
pendent. We believe that by reclaim-
ing our agricultural heritage we can
help our people not only feed them-
selves more nutritious food, but it will
allow our people to feel a stronger
sense of identity and destiny. For us,
the thinking about traditional food

Tal k iamil ¢is rodebinoour tunivérse Rill also

help our people understand their re-
sponsibilities as the Haudenosaunee.
*haudenosaunee resource center and the
whole health initiative.

ns
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Skar u

uhskwari Tnal ooh skwa ree' na'

| Found throughout Haudenosaunee Country, uhskwari Tnal is a plant

highly valued by our people. Growing up to 12" high it can be found

in rich wooded areas from Canada to South Carolina. The two large

heart -shaped leaves growing off the single hairy stem, can help you

identify it. The maroon flowers have 3 urn -shaped petals and will

bloom from the crotch of the leaves from April - May. Medicinal uses

%, for this plant include treatment for coughs, colds, heart conditions,

"M female ailments, fevers and headaches. The root of wild ginger can be

used in place of Asian Ginger. The English translation is bcat' s pawdt

runRhkwRT R r roonehkrehreh

Also, known has Lousewort, this low to the ground plant will not reach
more then 10" tall and enjoys nourishment from moist rich woods.
The soft -hairy leaves are lanced shaped, deeply incised and toothed
with a reddish color. Blossoming from April to June these hooded yel-
low -red flowers appear like miniature snapdragons in a whorl on the
top of the stem. The different uses for this plant include stomach-
aches, diarrhea, anemia, heart trouble, tumors, bellyaches and as a
cough medicine. ( wood - betony, Pedicularis canadensis )

t Ya@h doo' theh

Lilies are popular flowers given throughout the Easter season notifying people
that spring is soon to come. Wood lilies come from the same family and do
have similar petals, but will only reach up to 3 ft in height, with a single upright
flower. To identify a wood lily it can be found in acidic woods, opening, clear-

ings with orange spotted flowers and the whorl of at 5 -6 leaves around the
stem, blooming from June to July. Some medicinal uses for the wood lily in-
clude stomach disorders, expelling placenta, consumption, and sores. ( wood

lily , Lillium sp.)

kwal 2 rah gwa gee rah

An alien plant to Turtle Island, the wood sorrel, is a creeping per-
ennial growing 6" -10"in height. At the right conditions, like many
alien plants, it can establish itself areas and drive out native spe-
cies. The leaves are similar in size and shape to clovers and have
large brown stipule. The white 5  -petalled flowers with narrow pink
veins appear from May - July . The fresh leaves were used as a
poultices on cancers, old sores, ulcers. A tea made from the leaves
can be used for fevers, urinary infections and scurvy. Warning:

large doses may cause oxalate poisoning. (  wood sorrel , Oxalis

Montana )




| nvestingln Our Future

Removing the Army Camp, General De-
bris Piles and Your Informal Junkyard

arlier this year, the
EHaudenosaunee Environ-

mental Task Force (HETF)
was allotted funds to be used for
the environmental cleanup of
open dumps. After consultation
with the Tuscarora Chiefs, Clan
Mothers and individual residents
of the Nation, the Tuscarora Envi-
ronment Program (TEP) felt there
were many areas in the commu-
nity that need attention and identi-
fied them in a clean up work plan.
The monies were finally awarded
and there will be various clean up
activities initiated in the commu-
nity. Independent contractors who
are chosen because of their recy-
cling and safe disposal practices
will complete the work.

The schedule of work in-
cludes the removal of the one re-
maining tire pile at the former
TeePeeds
2002 Mark Williams did a surface
clean up of the junkyard and re-
moved all of the debris on the site
with the exclusion of three large
tire piles. In November 2002 TEP
hosted a Household Hazardous
Waste Collection Event that re-
moved two tire piles from the
junkyard and now the last of the
tires will be removed as soon as
TEP can access the funds.

The OAr my
Site is a significant concern to the
Tuscarora Nation. It contains
wha't i s ter med
this covers a wide variety of items
including household, commercial
and construction debris. Initially
any additional dumping at the site

Ca m?ﬁ;;%is Ve[giﬁl(?ﬁ

will be discouraged by placing
barriers at the entrance; and as
you may have noticed the NYS
State Department of Transporta-
tion (DOT) has already defined
and deepened the roadside
ditches bordering the site. Next
TEP will hire an independent con-
tractor to remove and recycle the
debris at the site.

Abandoned autos are an-
Junky ar ather prbblem oA the terstdry that

are not only an eyesore but also
hazardous to the land as well as
the people. They eventually con-
taminate the ground they are
parked on with their leaking fluids
and they provide a home for pests
and vermin. There are two types
of abandoned autos that will be
removed. The fi
old war pony that has been put to
pasture in the yard and the sec-
hat sit in the small
ormal ~ junkyards that have
popped up over the years. As
aany gehi Iels as pes ibIJeinI e
femoved with the avaifable' fuhds!
As stated in the Spring 2003 TEN
edition, the hazards of continu-
ously keeping these unhealthy

Page 5

and dangerous cars within the
vicinity of your house and yard
continues to escalate.

Tuscarora citizen partici-
pation in this project is essential
as well as voluntary, TEP wi
seeking participants at commutity
events in addition to asking indi-
viduals to participate. Ideally the

Continue to pg. 10
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We now turn our thoughts to

the Trees. The Earth hag
many families of Trees who

have their own instructions

and uses. Some provide us
with shelter and shade, others

with fruit, beauty and other

useful things. Many peoples

of the world use a Tree as a
symbol of peace and

The Trees

greet and thank the Tree life.

Now our minds are one.

D
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-Source Information, pg.11
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| eisure

strolls

The Completion of the
Tuscarora Elementary
School Garden and Na-

L ike so many of our treasures, the
more you know about our plant
environment, the more you realize
how important it is. From the hands
of the Two Brothers, to the medicinal
and aesthetic significance, there is
more than meets the eye.

Our children have been blessed with
a wonderful project encompassing
our Tuscarora Elementary School,
taking them on a
intense study of trees and flora. The
Tuscarora Elementary School Gar-
den and Nature Trail Project, from its
ground breaking in Summer 2000, is
finally rounding the corner to its com-
pletion in Fall 2003. After three years
of moving dirt, dying trees, construc-

tion, and grant extensions, the final
touches will be added to provide an
informative setting for our commu-
nity, but more specifically for our chil-
dren.

Walking the Trail

The trail begins on the east side of
the school at the White Pine Tree
Garden. Here is where Jake Swamp,
a Mohawk elder, performed our
ground-breaking with the planting of
a significant tree to the Haudenosau-
nee, kicking-off our project with a
homage to the Tree of Peace.

Planted along the trail are various
plants native to the Niagara Frontier
and Skarurrd. Over the past two
years they have had the chance to
really blossom and create a presence
for the trail. Examples of flora along
the way are Nodding Wild Onion,
Rattlesnake Master, Angelica
(t kar ®n yGrdat Lobelia
(t hy aky e R, SWeethGdssaand
Iroquois Potato (N ° d).t Theséplants
have many uses, and in the coming
future we will include a more wider
Qafidty b glantst td) gratebt G eciy-n
cate ourselves with.

Complimenting these trail plantings
are vegetable gardens planted by the
different grades in the school, and
each one is a lesson on planting,
composting, care-taking, and har-

vesting.

Turning the southwest corner of the
school you will open to the Turtle
Garden at the end of a slight slope.
The Ralkwihs is a part of the
Haudenosaunee Creation Story in
which the turtle carries the world
upon its back, for SkyWwoman and
Turtle Island. The initial plantings in
the stone turtle garden are strawber-
ries, paying honor
contribution from the SkyWorld.
Strawberries are an important food
for the Haudenosaunee, having tradi-

Continue to pg. 10

$25 Savings!
Septic Tank
Cleaning!

get this rate.

Mahar Excavating, Inc. & Septic
of Gasport has agreed to give a
group rate of $115 per septic
fank cleaned. There must be at
east 5 households signed up to
This is a sav-

ings of at least $25. If you are

LOQWHUHVWHG
at the Tuscarora Environment Program, 609

for more information. Remember! A well maintained
septic system helps keep our waters clean.
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