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TUSCARORA  INDEX 

 

ÅLength of road, in miles, that cross the Nation:  18.65 

ÅThe estimated amount spent by Tuscarora residents, on  

groceries, per year:  $2.184 million 

ÅThe number of years ago, the 100th Congress passed a  

resolution acknowledging the contributions of the  

Haudenosaunee to the development of the U.S. Constitution:  15 

ÅThe ratio, in acres, of Tuscarora territory in New York State to  

Seneca territory in New York State:  1:10 

ÅThe last time a Chief was condoled for Tuscarora:  1964 

ÅHow long, in hours, the condolence ceremony was for Tadadaho 

in April 2002:  8 

ÅThe amount of trees planted at the Tuscarora Elementary School, 
between 2000 - 2002:  23 

ÅThe number of trees planted on the Tuscarora Nation, through the 
Tuscarora Environment Program, between 2000 - 2002:  598 

ÅThe difference, in feet, between the highest point and the lowest 
point, geographically, on the Nation:  280 

ÅNumber of generations the Haudenosaunee must think of, while 
making decisions:  7 

ÅLikelihood that Native Youth will become crime victims, compared to 
the likelihood for white and black youths:  58 percent higher 

ÅPercentage of U.S. electricity supply that is of a renewable and 
alternative energy resource:  9 

ÅAmount of beads used to create the Confderacy Belt, also known as 
the Hiawatha Belt:  6574 

ÅThe number of bead classes offered to Tuscarora residents, per 
week:  4 

ÅNumber of ófighting whitiesô t-shirts sold so far on their website, 
www.fightingwhities.org :  15,000+ 

ÅAmount of alternative fuel vehicles in the U.S.:  450,000 

ÅThe number of flexable-fuel vehicles in the U.S. that uses a mixture 
of gas/ethynol:  1.5 million 

 

 

Source Information, see page 11  

On the Cover:  Cardinal-Flower  Lobelia cardinalis.  Photo taken:  
Neil Patterson Jr., Gill Creek at Tuscarora Nation.  A threatened 
species growing in one of our waterways every spring.  A slender 

spike of intense scarlet flowers. 
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Energy Dependency  

Governor Pataki has ordered that by 2013, 25 
percent of the electricity sold in New York State 
be produced from clean, renewable sources 
such as wind, solar and biomass.  Increasing 
the use of renewable energy will reduce air pol-
lution and the pollution that causes global 
warming and lesson the countryôs dependence 
on foreign oil.  At the same time, Congress is 
considering a national renewable portfolio stan-
dard.  HR 1294, sponsored by Representatives 
Udall and Leach, requires all utilities to gener-
ate 20 percent of their electricity from clean re-
newable sources by 2025.  cvander-

lan@eany.org.  

Molds and Fungi Propagation  

In the Natural world, molds and fungi have a responsibility.  Their 
duty is to break down and remove organic materials.  For example, 
molds and fungi can be found throughout our forests breaking down 
leaves and deadwood.  In reality, molds and fungi can be found virtu-
ally everywhere.  All they need to grow is air, moisture, and a food 
source. 

In Indian country, indoor molds and fungi have become a serious 
problem.  Some reasons for the problem are poor maintenance and 
construction of homes.  Leaking pipes and roofs, dirt floors, season 
flooding, and all problems that allow for moisture and the propagation 
of molds and indoor fungi.  In addition, new home construction makes 
homes virtually airtight, which creates moisture problems. 

The health risks vary depending on the susceptibility of the person 
and concentration of mold and/or fungi indoors.  Elderly people, chil-
dren, and people with compromised immune systems are more at 
risk.  Molds and fungi produce allergens, which are substances that 
may cause an allergic reaction, irritants, and in some cases, poten-
tially toxic substances known as mycotoxins.  (1) Touching or inhaling 
the mold or mold spores may cause an allergic reaction.  The reac-
tion could be similar to flu-like symptoms such as sneezing, running, 
or stuffed nose, red, or itching eyes, and coughing.  Some reactions 
might cause rashes and/or asthma attacks.  Exposure can also cause 
ñinflammation of the respiratory tract, bloody noses, fever, head-
aches, neurological problems and suppression of the immune sys-
tems.ò  (2)  On-going research is being done to determine the poten-
tial human health risks from exposure to molds and fungi.  
Kanatiiosh Barbara Gray (Mohawk) 

Strengthening  

ñA Conference to Share Environmental Research with 
the Community of Akwesasneò, May 22-23, 2003 at 
the Kanatakon Recreation Centre.  Includes:  Tradi-
tional Dinner and Social:  Thursday May 22, 5-11pm.  
Featured guest speakers and presenters include:  Ed 
Fitzgerald, Rick Hill, Dr. Taiaiake (Gerald) Alfred, 
Henry Lickers, Jim Ransom, Les Benedict, Mary Ar-
quette, and more.  The Tuscarora Environment Pro-
gram will be doing a small presentation about our 
gardening project and  mapping.  Registration Fee:  
$100 for both days includes luncheons and traditional 
dinner.  Haudenosaunee Members - FREE.  (There is 
little money to assist those interested in attending the 
conference, if needed.)  Craft vendor registration 
available (free to the first six vendors registered).  To 
Register, contact:  Event Coordinator, Ann Seymour 
at 613-937-4130 or Dawn David at 613-575-9967.  

Iakotiôsatstenhserawis Ne Ohwentisia 

Strengthening Our Relationship To The Earth 

 

ATTENTION  

FARMERS : 

 

We are looking for addi-

tional landowners who 

would like to convert 

their fields and proper-

ties to managed grass-

lands or wildlife food 

plots in suitable sites 

at Tuscarora. Given the 

suitable sites, there is 

always time to give 

something back to the 

Natural World. All of the 

work is FREE , including 

clearing, plowing, culti-

vating and seed costs. 

Call the Environment 

Program at 609 -3810 if 

you are interested.  

 

More information on page 5. 



Nyawe to all the 

students who put 

their effort into 
completing the Tus-

carora Nation To-

pographic Model: 

 

ÅBethany Davis 

ÅJeffery Bissell 

ÅFernando Pineada 

ÅKathy Greene 

ÅNick Smeidela 

ÅTrish Pineada 

ÅCorinne Abrams 

ÅKyle Atkins 

ÅHahsentwas Clause 

ÅKyle Hill 

ÅTomas Lester 

ÅMonty Hill 

ÅMia McKie 

ÅMorgan Rickard 

ÅJill Fish 

ÅDaryl Salinas 

ÅElijah Smith 

ÅAlexandra Weinholtz 

ÅJesse Fish 

ÅTyler Williams 

ÅAnd to those we 

missed.  Nyawe. 

T opography A fter S chool: 
   An update on a model project with our local students 

The exterior layer of the 
model and side views still 
needed to be completed, 
which is to show the rock 
formations beneath our 
soil layers and display the 
color coded land usage of 
our Nation.  The land us-
age was broken down to 
forested land, non-forested 
land (which includes fields, 
lawns, and agriculture).     

 The following school year 
we introduced a new 
group of students to maps, 
compasses, GPS, GIS, 
and topography.  The lar-
ger project we worked on 
was the continuation of the 
relief model, and it was a 
lot of fun.  The students 

finished the exterior layer 
so it could be marked out 
and painted; then they de-
lineated the location of the 
roads and houses.   

 In the end there was a lot 
of great work done,  incor-
porating the use of GIS 
and aerial photography to 
the project, giving the stu-
dents an expanded view of 
the possibilities of map 
usages and the relation-
ship between Skaru:rňÕ 
and our land.  After a while 
they all could handle read-
ing a map, and using it to 
its potential, a job well 
done.  

( l.-r.): Alexandra Weinholtz, Hahsentwas Clause, Kyle Atkins, Tomas Lester 
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Mohawk Nation - ôPeople of the Flintõ 

Oneida Nation - ôPeople of the Standing Stoneõ 

Onondaga Nation - ôPeople of the Hillsõ 

Cayuga Nation - ôPeople of the Great Swampõ 

Tuscarora Nation - ôPeople of the Shirtõ 

Seneca Nation - ôPeople of the Great Mountainõ 

What we refer to ourselves in the Haudenosaunee expresses our 

strong relationship to the environment. 

They were kind enough to 
invite the TEP in to work 
on a project with the stu-
dents, to educate them on 
the relation between our 
environment and Tus-
carora.  In 2001 an intro-
duction to topography and 
maps was presented to 
the first group of students.  
They learned about the 
glacial deposits and scour-
ing of Skaru:rňÕ, which is 

typical of the Great lakes 
Region.  As the next step 
to this lesson we pre-
sented the concept of cre-
ating a topographic relief 
model of the Tuscarora 
Nation, bringing to life our 
environment in a dimen-
sional component.  The 
group agreed to start this 
project with enthusiasm, 
and they were off.  For 
months on end the stu-
dents crafted sections of 
the model from foamcore 
board and a topographic 
map, with elevation con-
tour lines, at the scale of 
about 1:8000.  After a year 
of learning and hard work, 
their efforts produced a 
great relief model of the 
Nation, 3ô W x 4ôL x 1ôH.  A 
large model indeed, but 
the work was not done yet.  

Thanks to the Tus-

carora Elementary 
School and the teach-
ers working with the 
Edward Town Middle 
School  and Niagara-
W he a t f i e l d  H ig h 
School  students on an 
after school period. 



 

Roadside  

trash will  

have priority  

at pickup in  

the grove. 

ñMany Hands  

Will Lighten  

The Loadò 

ROADSIDE  CLE ANUP 
 

SATURDAY  April 26, 2003  

9:00am - 2:00pm  

 

 

Trucks will be at the Picnic Grove.  

Pot -Luck Lunch at NOON in the Old Gym.  

Only Roadside garbage will be picked -up.  

 

Free T -Shirts To Volunteers (caught in the act)  

 

 

NO  FREON      NO LARGE CAR PARTS  

NO PROPANE TANKS  NO OILS, PAINTS, THINNERS  
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In the Tuscarora Language, 

å r a h e h n a y ° Ç r ¯ h s æ 
�>�S�U�R�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�G�� �´raw-heh-naw-
ye-�W�K�U�H�K�V�µ�@���W�U�D�Q�V�O�D�W�H�V���W�R���´he 
is skinning the field�µ�� �R�U�� �´he 
is taking from the field, but 
not giving back.�µ�� �7�K�L�V��
phrase was undoubtedly 
used more and more by 
Tuscarora people as they 
saw the land of the 
Haudenosaunee being con-
sumed by non-native farm-
ers, who came to North 
America with different be-
liefs about the Natural 
World. New York State was 
almost entirely farmed dur-
ing the 19th century and 
continues to serve as an 

important producer of dairy, 
fruit, grain, livestock, vege-
tables and poultry. These 
practices keep food on our 
tables but can also contami-
nate and deplete the land of 
its resources. Family farms, 
which once dominated New 
York agricultural production, 
are now being replaced by 
large-scale agribusinesses. 
Vast fields of single plant 
species, pesticide applica-
tions, fertilizer reliance and 
genetically altered seed 
stocks have made the 
�S�K�U�D�V�H�� �´�V�N�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �I�L�H�O�G�µ��
an all too common phrase 
throughout Haudenosaunee 
territory today. What can be 
done?  Scientific research is 
indicating that native grass-
lands may reconcile differ-
ences between agricultural 
production and environ-

mental protection. 

Field of Dreams 
Have you ever heard the 
one about the number of 
different words that Inuit 
languages have for snow?  
Although a gross generaliza-
tion, native languages offer 
many clues about the lives 
of the people who speak it. 
Within Haudenosaunee lan-
guages, a select few root 
words are so prevalent that 
they could be called 
�´�(�V�N�L�P�R�� �V�Q�R�Z�µ�� �Z�R�U�G�V���� �$�W��
Tuscarora, we call our lan-
�J�X�D�J�H�� �´�6�N�D�U�X�U�H���µ�� �Z�K�L�F�K��
�P�H�D�Q�V�� �´�K�H�P�S�� �J�D�W�K�H�U�H�U�V�µ�� �R�U��
�´�3�H�R�S�O�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �6�K�L�U�W���µ�� �6�N�D��
rure language contains 
some root words that illus-
trate their important role in 
the lives of Tuscarora peo-
ple. These words, when 
combined with a prefix or 

suffix, show the attention to 
subject detail and can make 
a substantial portion of our 
communication: e.g. bone, 
mind, house, blood, camp, 
etc. 
There are a few Skarure 
root stems that can give us 
a glimpse of the local envi-
ronment Tuscarora people 
lived in, before the May-
flower. Hemp, Bean, Tuber 
(Potato) and Corn dominate 
the root stem for many of 
our  plant vocabulary. The 
�Z�R�U�G�� �´�F�R�U�Q�µ�� �L�V�� �D�F�W�X�D�O�O�\�� �W�K�H��
root stem for the word 
�´�V�H�H�G�µ�� �L�Q�� �P�R�V�W�� �+�D�X�G�H�Q�R��
saunee languages, confirm-
ing that corn was our first 
and most important seed. 
However, one root word 
�V�W�H�P���� �´-hehn-�µ�� �R�U�� �´�I�L�H�O�G���µ��
may serve as a flagship for 
the environment and the life 

�´��S k i n n i n g   T h e   F �L���H���O���G���V���µ 

Continue to Pg. 9  


