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TUSCARORA  INDEX 

 

1.  The year U.S. Congress entered into a treaty, for the first time, 
with an  Indian Nation:  1778 

2.  Number of years, in estimation, that the Tuscarora have óofficiallyô 
been the Sixth Nation:  283 

3.  The total of states that contain village sites the Tuscarora Nation 
have órightfulô claim to:  7 

4.  Number of Haudenosaunee Communities, as of 2002:  17 

5.  Number of different native plant species planted at the Tuscarora 
Elementary School Garden and Nature Trail:  37 

6.  Length, in miles, the Garden and Nature Trail is, if walked in a 
looped format:  3/4 

7.  According to the United States Census, the percentage of Tus-
carora Nation residents that are óNative Americanô:  27.3 

8.  Percentage that are óPuerto Ricanô:  1.2 

9.  The number of times the Tuscarora Nation participated in the 
United States Census, since 1972: 0 

10.  Number of distribution utility poles on the Tuscarora Nation:  453  

11.  The number of different locations the ñTuscarora National Picnic 
and Field Daysò has been held on our Nation: 3  

12.  Rank, among Niagara County óField Daysô, the Tuscarora Na-
tional Picnic and Field Days stands as the oldest:  1 

13.  Of 200 designated areas of high biological diversity worldwide, 
the percentage of them threatened by deforestation:  65 

14.  The amount of water, in gallons, a U.S. household uses per 
year:  146,000 

15.  Percentage of tribal croplands, on a national level, leased to 

óNon-Nativesô: 70  

16.  Reservation land, on a national level, classified as ñhighly  

productiveò by the BIA: less than 1% 

 

Source Information, see page 11  

On the Cover:  N°:tuÎ - Iroquois Potato, Helianthus tuberosus.  
Photo taken: Stephen Mt. Pleasant, Tuscarora Elementary School 

Garden and Nature Trail Project.  A Yellow blossom of a perennial 
plant, providing bountiful edible tubers.  Intense.  
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 Tire Recycling Campaign  

A tire program - the Waste Tire Recycling Act of 2003 - and the funds to pay for it, were both a part of bi-
partisan joint budget legislation that became law May 15.  Through the Act, which was developed by a task 
force appointed by Gov. George Pataki, the state will begin to inventory and clean up waste tire piles and 
help finance a variety of recycling activities for rubber from scrap tires.  The legislation establishes a dedi-
cated Waste Tire Program Fund which derives its money from a $2.50 per tire fee to be collected from the 
sale of new tires.  The first year will see $8.25 million go to start the program, with more available in subse-
quent fiscal cycles. 

New York State is thought to have more whole tires in piles - more than fifty million - than any other state.  
Two of the most notorious piles are on the banks of important water bodies: the Mohawk Pile in Waterford 
near the Hudson River and the Pinnacle Pile in West Monroe near Oneida Lake.  Both contain several million 
tires.  *Environmental Advocates of NY 

The M ercury is Falling, The M ercury is Falling  

A new National Wildlife Federation (NWF) report reveals that the rain falling from New York skies contains 
levels of mercury far exceeding what the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) considers ñsafeò for people  
and wildlife in surface waters.  ñWe usually think of rain as pure and clean,ò said Mark Van Putten, president 
of the National Wildlife Federation.  ñBut this report reveals that the rain falling over New York contains omi-
nous levels of mercury and threatens the health of people and wildlife.ò 

The report, titled ñCycle of Harm: Mercuryôs Pathway from Rain to Fish in the Environment,ò found that mer-
cury contamination levels in rain and snow falling over a dozen states consistently exceeded the EPAôs ñsafeò 
standards for mercury in surface water.  Mercury is a potent neurotoxin that has made its way into the food 
supply, contaminating fish and posing a risk to people and wildlife that consume fish.  Most at risk are chil-
dren and the unborn.  According to the Center of Disease Control (CDC) one in 12 women of childbearing 
age has blood mercury levels exceeding the EPA safe level for protection of the fetus.  In wildlife, mercury is 
a reproductive hazard with harmful effects on species such as rainbow trout, zebra fish, mallard and Ameri-
can black ducks, loons and terns, otters and mink. *www.eany.org/index.html 
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Niagara Falls National Heritage Area  

Niagara Falls is working towards gaining recognition as a National Heritage Area.  National recognition is a 
legislative process that requires preliminary studies prior to its designation.  One completed study has already 
determined the role of the Federal Government in this process and as a result, President Bush signed the 
Niagara Falls National Heritage Area Study Act in October of 2002.  Senator Charles Schumer, Senator 
Hillary Clinton, and U.S. Rep. John LaFalce were instrumental in securing funds for the initial study as well as 
securing an additional $300,000 for the Niagara Falls River and Gorge National Heritage Corridor Study. 

The Niagara Falls River and Gorge National Heritage Corridor Study is a joint effort between Senator 
Schumer, the N.Y.S. Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation, the National Park Service and the 
Niagara Falls Park Advisory Panel.  It is expected to take between 12 and 16 months to complete and will 
identify a vision for the area: by delineating the areaôs physical boundaries and possible management entities 
as well as potential themes.  Once this feasibility study is complete it is submitted to the Secretary of the Inte-
rior, then moves  to Congress who would pass the designated legislation.  Once the legislation is passed it 
brings the expertise and the resources of the federal government towards the revitalization of Niagara Falls.  
(This information can be found on Senator Schumerôs website http://schumer.senate.gov.) *lynette printup 
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Ha v e  Yo u  

Se e n   

So m e o n e  

Du m p in g  

Ga r b a g e ? 

 

To Tuscarora Indian Nation: 

 

We are deeply sorry and remorseful for endangering the wilderness of the 

Tuscarora Indian Reservation.  We did a very foolish, and senseless act by, 

dumping tar and paint on the side of the road.  We now understand that this is 

very serious and can harm the land.  We will dispose of any left over waste in 

the proper manner, and will never dump anything ever again that could harm 

the environment.  Please except our sincere apology, and be comfortable in 

knowing that this will never happen again. 

 

Sincerely remorseful, 

 

Tony Barone 

 

Kathryn Duemmer 

 

David Barone To the editor: 

A recent case of illegal 

dumping on the Tuscarora Nation 

illustrated a fairly common 

method of disposing garbage and a 

fairly common attitude toward 

solid waste problems in general. 

We are taught to believe from an 

early age that our garbage is some-

one elseõs responsibility: by ele-

mentary school custodians who 

clean by night; by waste manage-

ment companies who remove the 

garbage from our homes to a land-

fill; or by the government agencies 

who clean countless abandoned 

hazardous waste sites. It is a truly 

disposable world that will only 

change when people consider the 

production of garbage as impor-

tant, and costly, as the disposal of 

garbage. Controlling irresponsible 

disposal of garbage- household 

hazardous waste, cigarette wrap-

pers, refrigerators, etc.- may seem 

insurmountable. But a few people 

have been considering the alterna-

tives.  

For over forty years now, 

Tuscarora residents volunteer to 

clean roadside trash every spring. 

servers and responsive stewards of 

their environment.  

 With helpful assistance 

from local police agencies, the Na-

tion has made arrangements to 

arrange for the cleanup of any con-

tamination left by the polluter and 

to publish a letter of apology. A 

small price to pay, considering 

some town fines for dumping ex-

ceed two thousand dollars and re-

quire cleanup of the site. Recent 

discussions with the Town of 

Lewiston and the New York State 

Police have indicated that a com-

parable fine for polluters may be 

worked out. I hope this letter may 

deter those in the future who are 

looking for a shortcut, and encour-

age those to be accountable for the 

waste they produce and consume.  

 

Sincerely, 

Neil Patterson Jr. 

Director, 

Still organized by the Tuscarora 

Temperance League, the cleanup 

event preceded contemporary 

òEarth Dayó or òAdopt-A-

Highwayó programs. Many vigi-

lant Tuscarora residents still con-

tinue to report illegal dumping 

cases along the roadside directly to 

the Environment Program and the 

Police. This is an uphill battle be-

cause the polluter has the advan-

tage, using the cover of night and 

less traveled roads. On June 10, 

George Rickard, a Nation resident, 

approached a car parked alongside 

a remote road on the reservation. 

Paint was being dumped along side 

the road, which runs through a 

forested wetland. The car fled, fol-

lowed by George for over two 

miles, when the police eventually 

showed up. George and his father 

Norton Rickard have been watch-

ing the roadsides and catching pol-

luters for a long time now and we 

owe them a debt of gratitude. The 

Rickard families, like many other 

Tuscarora residents, are keen ob-

The following is a letter sent to the 

Niagara Gazette Newspaper from the 

TEP, which including the apology 

listed to the right, from some recent 

polluters on the Nation.  If you need 

assistance in catching garbage dumpers 

on the Nation please call the Environ-

ment Office at 609.3810. 
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I 
n 1992, the Haudenosaunee 
sent a delegation to the 
United Nations Earth Summit 
in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil to 

spread the words of the Thanks-
giving Address, the philosophy of 
our people.  This delegation re-
minded the entire world that we 
have a responsibility to act as 
caretakers of the natural world. 

 

Following the Earth Summit, the 
Haudenosaunee held a Grand 
Council to discuss the environ-
mental degradation of our com-
munities.  In accordance  with 
the Kaianerekowa (Great Law of 
Peace), the Grand Council 
passed and agreed, based on 
Haudenosaunee protocols and 
cultural beliefs, to establish the 
Haudenosaunee Environmental 
Task Force (HETF). 

 

The Haudenosaunee Environ-
mental Task Force is composed 
of delegates (Haudenosaunee 

The HETF presently administers 
a grant from the EPA to assist 
the Cayuga, Tuscarora, and To-
nawanda Seneca Nations as 
they develop environmental pro-
tection programs. 

 

The HETF is also working to cre-
ate a modern day culturally 
based environmental protection 
process to help the individual 
nations and communities of the 
Haudenosaunee protect and re-
store the natural world, while 
preserving our unique relation-
ship with it, as sustainable socie-
ties. 

 

MISSION 

The mission of the HETF is to 
assist Haudenosaunee nations in 
their efforts to conserve, pre-
serve, pprotect and restore their 
environmental, natural and cul-
tural resources; to promote the 
health and survival of the sacred 
web of life for future generations; 
to support other Indigenous Na-
tions working on environmental 
issues; and to fulfill our responsi-
bilities to the natural world as our 

leaders, environmental techni-
cians and scientists) chosen by 
each of the Haudenosaunee Na-
tions who are committed to iden-
tifying environmental problems in 
their communities and working to 
find solutions to these problems. 

 

Over the next two years, the 
HETF worked collectively to put 
together a document called 
Haudenosaunee Environmental 
Restoration: An Indigenous 
Strategy for Human Sustainabil-
ity.  The Restoration Plan begins 
with a short history of the 
Haudenosaunee and discusses 
how we have always interacted 
on an international  level by sign-
ing treaties with other Nations.  
The plan then addresses the en-
vironmental concerns of each of 
the Haudenosaunee Nations, 
followed by a comprehensive 
strategy to do research to find 
solutions to environmental prob-
lems. 

 

H audenosaunee E nvironmental T ask F orce 

Environmental Restoration: An Indigenous Strategy for 
Human Sustainability 

CAYUGA 

One feather 

laying down 

SENECA 

One feather 

vertical 

ONONDAGA 

One feather 
vertical, one 
feather laying 

down 

ONEIDA 

Two feathers 
vertical, one 
feather laying 

down 

MOHAWK 

Three feathers 

vertical 

TUSCARORA 

No feathers 
vertical or laying 

down 

H a u d e n o s a u n e e   G u s t o w e hs 
Conservation of our resources and the protection of Haudenosaunee lands gives us the freedom to protect our brothers in the sky.  

The contribution of their feathers demarcates the individual Nations when among our Haudenosaunee people.  

Continue to Pg. 7  
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(Sweet Flag, Acorus Calamus ) UrahúÎtaÎ is a native plant to Turtle Island, especially 

many areas in Haudenosaunee Country.  It can be found growing in the edge of 

ponds, swamps, stream banks and wet fields.  This strongly aromatic perennial 

can grow up to 4 feet high with sword like leaves that are similar to cattails, but 

have a vertical midrib.  The roots of sweet flag are dried for tea or can be chewed.  

It can be used for gas, indigestion, heartburn, fever, coughs and toothaches.   

(Trillium, Trillium Erectum ) UtuháÎsthaÎ or Trillium can be found in many areas 

throughout Tuscarora. The Tuscarora translation for utuhá ÎsthaÎ is soap, 

coming from the root word tuha Îst "put in water - ness", it is also known as 

wakerobin or bethroot.  Trillium Grows to 7 -  16 inches on a slender stalk 

with leaves that are triangular - oval in a single whorl.  The flowers are dull 

reds to white and bloom from April -  June.  The plant grows in wooded areas 

of Michigan, Ontario, and Quebec to Pennsylvania.  Trillium has a broad array 

of uses from menstrual disorders, coughs, bowel troubles, snakebites plus 

many other symptoms.  This is a beautiful plant and if you ever see it while 

walking the woods, do not step on it.   

(Water Lily, Nymhaeacea sp. ) Water lilies can be found in ponds and slow moving 

waters and they are very popular in man - made ponds.  The aquatic perennial 

is a large round floating leaf.  Connected to the leaf is an attractive white 

flower that has numerous petals diminishing in size until it reaches the center.  

From June to September you can notice a sweet fragrance from the water lily.  

Because it grows directly in the water one might think it wouldnõt have any 

medicinal uses, but the root is used for coughs, TB, inflamed glands, and 

mouth sores.  There is a warning that large doses may be toxic.   

Urah¼ÎtaÎ oo ra hoo' da'  

Ruhs®hkfhr¯  rooh sehk freh  

Utuh§ÎsthaÎ  oo doo ha' sta'  

(Wild Geranium, Geranium Maculatum ) The large leaves of the wild geranium can be 

found as a backdrop to the small pink flowers.  The leaves are deeply parted in 

five sections with segment toothed edges.  The flowers bloom from April -  June 

and the plant has a soft fuzzy texture.  Neyuhkarú Î̞neÎ can be found in the woods 

of Maine to Georgia and well into the Kansas.  The Tuscarora word 

neyuhkarú Î̞neÎ originates from the root word ne -- (a)hkaru T̞ that translates to 

mean "apart - it - bark - cover - causes".  The wild geranium is very high in tannin and 

the root is highly astringent.  It was once used to stop bleeding, diarrhea, dysen-

tery, and relieve piles and gum disease.  

Neyuhkar¼ÇÎneÎ neh yooh ga rooth' neh'   
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POSITION  ANNOUNCEMENT 

ACTING DIRECTOR, HAUDENOSAUNEE ENVIRONMENTAL TASK FORCE 

 

The Haudenosaunee Environmental Task Force (HETF), an or-

ganization composed of delegates chosen by each of the 

Haudenosaunee Nations who are committed to identifying  

and solving environmental problems in their communities, 

is seeking a highly qualified individual to direct and ad-

vance the development and activities of the HETF.  The 

Acting Director will be responsible for the development, 

coordination, and planning of HETF activities and pro-

grams.  The position will have the customary leadership 

and administration responsibilities normally assigned to a 

director and will report directly to HETF.  

Applications are strongly encouraged from Haudenosaunee 

candidates, who have knowledge of and commitment to work-

ing with the Haudenosaunee communities.  Candidates must 

have a broad interest and knowledge of the environment as 

well as knowledge of environmental concerns within 

Haudenosaunee communities.  Candidates must also have man-

agement and/or administrative experience, excellent oral 

and written skills, and computer skills.  Report writing 

and proposal writing skills are a must as well as policy 

development.  Keen knowledge of the Haudenosaunee is re-

quired.  S/he must have reliable transportation and be 

willing to travel.  

Applicants must have the ability to effectively man-

age relationships with various entities such as the 

Haudenosaunee Confederacy, tribal government, federal 

and state agencies, business, industry, and private 

foundations.  The candidate should be able to further 

HETF sponsored funding and environmental activities/

programs, and lead decision making processes that 

foster a common sense of vision.  Salary: $35,000 to 

$40,000 depending on experience.  

To ensure full consideration, candidates must submit 

a letter of application addressing personal interest 

in the position, a current resume and names, ad-

dresses, and telephone numbers of three references.  

Send materials to:  

HETF Co- Chairs  

H.E.T.F.  

Via: P.O. Box 366  

Rooseveltown, NY 13683  

Incomplete applications will not be considered.  

Deadline for applications is July 14, 2003 at 4:00 

pm.  

Creator instructed without jeop-
ardizing peace, sovereignty, or 
treaty obligations.  However, as 
Indigenous Nations, we realize 
that all things are intercon-
nected and do not wish to limit 
our activities to those listed 
above. 

 

PHILOSOPHY 

The leaders of the Haudeno-
saunee have always considered 
three Principles when making 
decisions: will a decision 
threaten peace, the natural 
world, or future generations.  
The delegates of the Haudeno-
saunee  Environmental Task 
Force have accepted these 
principles and use the following 
questions to guide us in our de-
cision making: 

ǐWhat effect will our decisions 
have on peace? 

ǐWhat effect will our decisions 
have on the natural world? 

ǐWhat effect will our decisions 
have on future generations? 

 

(Excerpted from the official 
HETF public relations literature). 

 

For more information contact 
the TEP Office or go online. 

http://

www.hetfonline.org/ 

Continued from Pg. 5  
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T  he pace has been set and we 

are off to a steady row, push-

ing the canoe of the Tuscaroras 

alongside the ship of the Non-

Native. The story of the two-row 

wampum belt, where the paths of 

two people remain linked but never 

interfere, could serve as a policy for 

many circumstances. One of which 

is the current federal relicensing of 

the Niagara Power Project. 

 

 There is a multitude of studies be-

ing conducted by the New York 

Power Authority, to satisfy the docu-

mentation required by the Federal 

Energy Regulatory Commission 

(FERC) for the issuance of a new 

thirty to fifty-year license for the Pro-

ject. NYPA maintains a timely web-

site to track the development of 

these studies. The website can be 

found at: http://niagara.nypa.gov/.  

Once you get there, go to the link 

labeled ñALP Process Documents,ò 

to find a listing of the studies. The 

Alternative Licensing Process (ALP) 

Process Documents contain a thor-

ough record of the scoping process, 

following the evolution of an individ-

ual idea at the outset of scoping, to 

itôs transformation into a single 

study.  

 A number of the studies include 

assessments of the Projectôs envi-

ronmental impact on natural re-

sources of the Tuscarora Nation. 

The resources being studied on the 

Tuscarora Nation include: ground-

water; Fish, Gill, and Cayuga 

nothing new at Tuscarora, but has 

not been utilized for quite some 

time. 

 

 Although this seems like a daunting 

challenge for something that seems 

predetermined,   we need to look at 

the relicensing of the St. Lawrence-

FDR Project in anticipation of what 

to expect at Niagara. The St. Law-

rence-FDR relicensing process is 

nearly finished, where negotiations 

with the Mohawk Nation have been 

going on for over four years now. 

The Power Authority recently sub-

mitted a Draft Environmental Impact 

Statement (DEIS) of the St. Law-

rence- FDR project to FERC. The 

DEIS covers many of the Mohawk 

issues at length, including the recent 

Memorandum of Understanding 

(MOU) the St Regis Mohawk Tribe 

drafted with New York State. The 

MOU is still subject to approval at 

Akwesasne, where several new 

tribal leaders were elected in June. 

The DEIS for the St. Lawrence-FDR 

Project frequently references the 

anticipated implementation of the 

MOU, which, if ratified, includes: 

  ö A land claim settlement that 

transfers Croil and Long Sault Is-

lands and 95 acres of land near 

Massena to the Tribe, 

  ö A land easement of Power Au-

thority lands lying in the St. Law-

rence River to the Tribe for the con-

struction of trails, docks, moorings, 

campsites for hunting, fishing camp-

ing or ceremonial purposes (On the 

condition the activities do not inter-

fere with the St. Lawrence-FDR Pro-

ject), 

Creeks; transmission right-of-ways, 

threatened and endangered spe-

cies, air quality, and various studies 

regarding fish and contaminants in 

the Lewiston Reservoir.  

 (Above): A technician checks a tem-

perature gauge on Gill Creek, which 

receives a separate flow of water from 

the Lewiston Reservoir.  The data is 

used to compile information about the 

ecological condition of the Creek and 

the Niagara Projectôs affect on surface 

water quality. 

 

Very soon, the studies will start to 

cover different types of impacts: cul-

tural and historic resources, socio-

economic conditions and recrea-

tional opportunities. This past May, 

Neil Patterson jr. presented a pro-

posal at Relicensing Meeting VIII, 

which would establish subcommit-

tees to review, document and de-

velop strategies for the new chal-

lenges. The delegation of responsi-

bility through subcommittees is 
Continue to Pg. 9  

Power  Authority  Relicensing  

Updat e 

http://niagara.nypa.gov/

