
T U S C A R O R A   E N V I R O N M E N T   N E W S  

TENTEN   
K¯nh§Îkye 2004 

CLEAN UP 2004 
Family Garden Plots * Oral History Project * Tuscarora Groundwater  

Habitat Restoration * Education Through Vegetation * and More  



Tuscarora  

Environment  

News  
 

FALL  2004 

VOLUME 7, ISSUE 3 

 

STAFF  

NEIL PATTERSON JR. 
TEP DIRECTOR/                  

NYPA PROJECT DIRECTOR 

RENE  RICKARD 
WATER QUALITY 

TECHNICIAN 

BRYAN  PRINTUP 
GPS/GIS TECHNICIAN 

SINUDA  HALL 

HABITAT COORDINATOR/ 

NYPA PROJECT MANAGER 

 

MATTHEW PATTERSON 
SOLID  WASTE  
TECHNICIAN 

 

MICHAEL MT. PLEASANT 

SUMMER INTERN 
 

RELICENSING STAFF  

RANDY GREENE 

RICHARD HILL 

STEPHEN MT. PLEASANT 

ORAL HISTORY PROJECT  

FRANCENE PATTERSON 

VINCE SHIFFERT 

JOLENE RICKARD 

BETSY BISSELL 

LYNETTE PRINTUP 

 

If you have any questions,  

comments, articles, or editorials 

please direct them to our mailbox 
at: 

TEN  Editor  

2045 UPPER MTN. ROAD  

SANBORN, NY 14132  

or 

tuscenv@igc.org  

 

#716.609.3810  

 

TUSCARORA  INDEX 
 

1. Number of Sachems and War Chiefs of the Haudenosaunee that signed the 
Canandaigua Treaty of 1794, physical proof of a sovereignty never surren-

dered by the Haudenosaunee: 59 

2. The amount, in dollars, the U.S. Federal government expends for treaty cloth 
to the Haudenosaunee every year, for the past 210 years, as yearly annuity 

from the Treaty of Canandaigua in 1794:  4500 

3. The last time the U.S Federal government  unsuccessfully tried to replace 
treaty cloth with a monetary payment: 1954 

4. The ratio between the number of acres of Tuscarora land tillable to the number 
of acres leased to ónon-nativesô, according to the 1892 U.S. Census: 4:1 

5.  Number of refrigerators environmentally disposed of from the óArmy Campô 
dump site, during our recent cleanup of the site, in June 2004: 69 

6. Number of tribal homes, nationally, without access to basic sanitation: 26,777 

7. Percent change in tribal homes, nationally, without potable water since 2002: +80 

8. The percent of Tuscarora Nation households, responding to our recent survey, 
that pump their septic system at the recommended cycle of once every 3-5 

years: 43 

9. The percent of responding households that óstrongly agreeô / óagreeô they are 
interested in connecting to a public wastewater treatment facility: 75  

10. Height of a proposed cell phone tower that will stand on Lake George in the 
shape of a pine tree, in feet: 114 

11. The amount, in dollars, for a 2004 U.S. Federal tax credit available toward a 

purchase of a hybrid vehicle:  1500 

12.  Percent change in car mileage, from gas wasted due to rapid acceleration, 
speeding, and rapid braking: -33 

13.  Year in which Governor Pataki issued a hiring freeze for the New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation [NYSDEC]: 1995 

14. Number of positions eliminated by the NYSDEC in fiscal year 2003-2004: 234  

15. Number of the 354 New York State water pollution permits listed as being in 
compliance: 78 

16. Number of the 7008 New York State air pollution permits listed as being in 
compliance: 4396   

 

Source Information, see page 15 

On The Cover:  A beaded picture frame from the National Museum of the American 
Indian Photo Catalog.  An Iroquois beadwork, date unknown.  The photo of the tire 
pile cleanup at óTPôs Junkyardô is by Matthew Patterson.  Our 2004 has had a 

strong start, thanks to the dedicated office of the TEP.  



 

  LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR 

 

Reclamation of  the Undetected 

What does your electric bill have to do with the green-eared sunfish? Your electric bill includes a line mainte-

nance or delivery charge. The charge reflects a cost of delivering electricity to your home. Delivering electricity 

to your home requires large transmission corridors. Transmission corridors carry high voltage electricity over the 

land free of obstruction. Obstructions are tall plants and trees. Tall plants and trees are suppressed beneath 

transmission lines with herbicides. Many herbicides are toxic to aquatic organisms.* Aquatic organisms live un-

der local transmissions lines. Local transmission lines surround Gill Creek. Gill Creek is home to the green-eared 

sunfish.  

 There have been serious improvements to the types and amounts of 

pesticides laid down since the first publishing of òSilent Springó by 

Rachel Carson, who exposed the dangers of pesticides during the 

1960õs. Most companies managing right-of-ways today employ a new 

concept called òIntegrated Vegetation Managementó that limits the 

amounts of herbicides applied and increases the mechanical removal or 

control of vegetation. Companies who adopt this technique have ad-

mitted through their management preferences that applying synthetic 

chemicals to our environment is a harmful solution to maintaining the 

land. 

 

 Carson publicized a controversial theory that proved pesticide appli-

cation is harmful, but not very obvious. The theory of infinite rela-

tionships in the Natural World reflects a premise that Tuscarora peo-

ple must reclaim, a theory predominantly linked to our past. Several 

articles in this newsletter highlight some progress towards this recla-

mation. Other articles evidence a lack of respect for these unseen rela-

tionships, like gasoline contamination in our drinking water.  

  

The Environment Program is carrying out a survey from house to 

house that has uncovered a striking disparity between Tuscarora 

opinions about the water in our taps. Look for the results next month after the surveys have been tallied. The 

assistance from everyone who has taken the time to fill out a drinking water, wastewater and aquaculture survey 

is immeasurable. We have arrived at a time where the Nation is poised to become a leader in these areas. As we 

look to the future, our actions will be judged by whether we have acknowledged the link between fish in Gill 

Creek and electric in our homes, or the fuel in our cars and the water in our taps.  

* Herbicides used by Niagara Mohawk are stump treatments and selective foliars including brand names of Pathway, Accord, Arsenal and Escort.  Path-

way is slightly to moderately toxic to fish and aquatic invertebrates. For more information, see the 2000 TEP Report òNiagara Mohawk Pesticide Applica-

tion.ó 

 

          neil patterson jr., director 
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Electric transmission lines under ñIntegrated 
Vegetation Managementò require protection 
for sensitive habitats. Heavy equipment fur-
rows can be seen under these lines on the 
Tuscarora Nation constructed as part of the 
Niagara Power Project in 1959. 



WaÎthr§hsnyeÎ  New¯t§ÎryaÎks 

]  We have added a new member to 
the TEP family, Ms. Violet Enid 
Rickard, Bear Clan.  She was born 
May 16, 2004 to Rene Rickard and 
BillieJo Printup.  She is the grand-
daughter of Helen Printup and of the 
late Enid Rickard.  She is a beautiful 
bundle of joy and we welcome her.  
Congratulations Rene and BillieJo!  

 

Summering at TEP  

]  Our Office has the pleasure of the 
returning Stephen Mt. Pleasant, a 
senior at Clarkson University, to the 
position of Intern.  His summer-long 
internship was packed of activities 
mainly focusing on NYPA projects,   
summer work, the oral history pro-
ject, and the like.  We greatly appre-
ciate his services and hard work.  
Nya:we Stephen.  

 

We also would like to welcome Mi-
chael Mt. Pleasant to our clubhouse.  
He is a recent Niagara Wheatfield 
graduate and will be attending Niag-
ara County Community College this 
fall.  His summer internship focused 
on maintaining the nature trail and 
other related projects.  His efforts are 
valued by the TEP and we wish him 
all the luck this coming Fall.  Nya:we 

 

Responding Internationally  

]  2004 saw the end of the 
óInternational Decade of the Worldôs 
Indigenous Peopleô, declared by the 
General Assembly  of the United Na-
tions in 1994.  In a recent report read 
this Spring at the United Nations by 
Oren Lyons, he states ñWe the 
Haudenosaunee, have been working 
diligently towards the environment 
restorations of our lands and waters.  
It has been difficult because the sad 
truth is that we have received little or 
no support for our projects from the 
rest of the UN Agencies.  I know that 
there were hundreds of projects sub-
mitted to UN Agencies by other In-

ies of the data.  Call our office at 
609.3810 or stop by at 2045 Upper 
Mountain, follow the purple 
óEnvironmentô sign to our door on the 
east side of the building. 

 

Building Positively  

]  This past Spring, the 11 graduate 
students from the University of Buf-
falo School of Architecture finished 
their project for our Tuscarora Nation 
Services Center.  Their presentation 
to the community in May was a fruit-
ful final step in their design process 
to provide a green and sustainable 
building, that addresses our cultural 
needs and still maintains a high stan-
dard of energy and material effi-
ciency. 

Although all eleven projects were 
worthy of building, we had to dwindle 
the number of possible prospects to 
a select few.  During the May presen-
tation we asked the audience to vote 
for their favorite three designs based 
upon their personal likes and dislikes 
of the aesthetics, the cultural content, 
and their application of sustainable 
building components.  We would like 
to congratulate the top three stu-
dents: Patrick Ebert, Azmi Zahed, 
and Shouvik Chakraborty. 

Their final product of models and de-
sign exploration booklets are avail-
able at the office, if anyone is inter-
ested in viewing the material.  With 
the use of their booklets, and the 
Green Guide 2004 (provided by the 
class) we will tackle the issue of what 
to do next,  to fuse the positives of 
the top three projects, along with new 
ideas and concepts, into one com-
plete design.  We would like to thank 
the following for their generous sup-
port: The Haudenosaunee Trade and 
Commerce Committee, The HETF, 
The Green Design Office of Western 
New York, Prof. Dennis Andrejko and 
his Graduate Studio at UB, and most 
importantly the Tuscarora Nation. 

digenous Nations and peoples with 
similar results.  These projects were 
inspired by the promise of a óDecadeô 
dedicated to the Indigenous Peo-
ples...From our perspective and other 
indigenous peoples and nations, the 
Decade for Indigenous Peoples has 
been a dismal failure.  There has 
been a clear lack of will on the part of 
member states to support indigenous 
peoplesô projects. 

This did not deter our effort however, 
following our mandate to protect the 
welfare of the óseventh generationô.  
We organized the Haudenosaunee 
Environmental Task Force and 
moved on with the tasks that faced 
our Nations.ò 

The Tuscarora Environment Program 
is proud to be a product of these ef-
forts, and we work hard to do our part 
to protect the welfare of our ñseventh 
generationò.  Nya:we. 

 

Office Affairs  

]  We would like to extend a Happy 
Birthday to the following TEPers: 

Sinuda Hall - July 30th 

Bryan Printup - August 6th 

Randy Greene - August 30th 

Rene Rickard - September 15th 

Neil Patterson Jr - October 7th 

 

The TEP would like to congratulate 
Neil Patterson Jr. and his fiance Sara 
Brown on their spring engagement.  
We wish them all the best and we 
look forward to their wedding this 
September.  Congratulations! 

 

Information Overload  

]  The windfall of paperwork and 
electronic information is staggering 
from the Relicensing Project.  If you 
are interested in any studies, reports, 
or information from the Project, let us 
know and we will forward to you cop-

R E G I O N A L   N E W S 
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Again, nya:we to those families 
that have signed up. * Stephen Mt. 
Pleasant  

S ince  our last Newsletter 
we have had some great 

response to our family gar-
den plots project at the Picnic 
Grove.  Each family that 
signed up received a compli-
mentary tree and aerial map 
of the Nation, as a thank you 
for their new commitment to 
the beautification of Skaru:re.  
The 159 th annual Picnic was 
this past July and the plots 
added some sparkling life to 
the Grove.  Nya:we to Jay 
Clause, Debbie Newman, 
Anita Greene, Francesca 
Clause, Wendy Bissell, Lynn 
Williams and their families for 
all the time and effort they put 
in to beautifying the area.  

They provided their own 
plants, shrubs, and extra 
plantings to the linear garden 
plots on the north side of the 
Grove.  They agreed to be re-
sponsible for tending, weed-
ing, and caring for their plots.  
We would also like to thank 
Candi  Cusiack for her dona-
tion of flowers to the gar-
dens, they were greatly ap-
preciated.  In addition, we 
would like to thank Gene 
Greene and family for being 
our newest participant to the 
garden plots.   There are still 
plots available for your family 
to participate with, please con-
tact the Environment Office at 
609-3810 if you are interested 
in adopting a plot.  

5 

Keep ing  Up  

Appear ance s 

 

 

 

Old Gym 

August 17, 2004 
5 PM - 9 PM 

Dinner Served 
 Relicensing Settlement: What Will the Nation Ask For? 

 

 Groundwater Impact of the Niagara Power Project 
 

Tuscarora Nation 

Tuscarora Environment Program 


