TUSCARORA ENVIRONMENT NEWS

Skaru:re
Emergency
Pla n

Environment
And Languag e

Relicensing
Update

The Value
of Land

. i R B0 . : R, s .
T USCARORA  INDEX *NMAIO PENING *NYPA| SSUE CORNER * CULTURAL A WARENESS *AND MORE




Juscarora
Environment
News

WINTER 2004
VOLUME 7, ISSUE 4

STAFF

NEIL PATTERSON JR.
TEP DIRECTOR/
RELICENSING PROJECT
DIRECTOR

RENE RICKARD
WATER QUALITY
TECHNICIAN

BRYAN PRINTUP
GPS/GIS TECHNICIAN

SINUDA HALL
HABITAT COORDINATOR/
RELICENSING PROJECT

MANAGER

MATTHEW PATTERSON
SOLID WASTE
TECHNICIAN

RICHARD HILL
RELICENSING PROFESSIONAL

If you have any questions,
comments, articles, or editorials

please direct them to our mailbox
at:

TEN Editor
2045 UPPER MTN. ROAD
SANBORN, NY 14132
or

tuscenv@igc.org

#716.609.3810

www.hetfonline.org

I

10.

11.

12.

13.
14.
15.

16.

17.

INDEX

TUSCARORA

Number of Tuscarora acres to be identified for grassland restoration, by the
TEP, over the next 5 years: 200

Number of acres ready for planting in Spring 2005: 4

The number of words or phrases in the Tuscarora Language Dictionary: 7000
The estimated amount used on a daily basis in a Tuscarora household: 9
Average visits per person to the Tuscarora Clinic in the year 2000: 3.36

The amount of times more likely Native Americans tend to be unemployed
compared to all other groups in America: 2.5

The year the
government al

succeeded
( NGO) i n

The aboriginal homeland of the Haudenosaunee within the current boundaries
of New York State , in square miles: 39,000

Haudenosaunee
organi zationo

The percent of our aboriginal homelands in New York State, that we still hold
as Haudenosaunee: 0.034

The estimated size of our longhouses built by the Haudenosaunee years be-
fore, in square feet: 3000

According to scholars, the year the
law was finally adopted (The Senecas were the last of the five nations to ratify
it): 1142

Number of organic farms in Niagara County that are certified with the North-
east Organic Farmers Assoc. or the U.S. Department of Agriculture: 0

Billions of bacteria contained within one spoonful of garden soil: 10
Number of compounds that make up petroleum products: 158

Number of compounds that distinguish gasoline from other petroleum prod-
ucts: 1

Number of Chinook salmon stocked in the Lower Niagara River by NYSDEC in
2003: 185,300

Years a female sturgeon may live: 150

Source Information, see page 11

On The Cover: The Haudenosaunee Flag backlit by the Washington D.C. sun.
Taken in the procession of Indigenous Peoples of North America at the opening
of the National Museum of the American Indian, National Mall, Washington D.C.

September 2004.
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FROM THE DIRECTOR

Tracking

Soon we will all leave tracks in the deep snows of winter. When the snow remains, it reveals a story about our pace,
our time of departure, our mood, our health, and our destination. In the biography of Tom Brown Jr., the famous
tracker talks about the trail: AThe place where you |
always extends beyond the evidence, and even the trails we find are only fragments of the trails that lie beyond our
compr e h e iteiTracker @rovwn, 1978))

There is a trail, often fragmented, that Tuscaroras have left on Mother Earth since the beginning. Peach pits and clam
shells. Pipe stems and fence rows. Septic tanks and car tires. Often, the trail is hidden by new growth or decomposed
and recycl ed. O-na-trace atlticeissatnightrear@ foll aeclzewlagists and a benefit to the unborn. The
trail of at least one Tuscarora is not so conspicuous however.

I decided to examine my own t MaFodkprift. i gMy 1Fo otthprroiungth ias
ures a personbds ecological footprint, or how much | an
consumed and the absorption of its wastes. While the formula makes some generalizations, the idea is to examine
the footprints our lives require in comparison to the total space available for human life on the Earth. The question-
naire was a personal foray into my meals, driving habits, water use, etc.

Here are the results of my ecological footprint analysis:

Fig. 1

CATEGORY ACRES | IN COMPARISON, THE AVERAGE ECOLOGICAL FOOTPRINT FOR THE U.S. IS 24

FOOD 5.4 ACRES PER PERSON.
WORLDWIDE, THERE EXIST 4.5 BIOLOGICALLY PRODUCTIVE ACRES PER PER-

MOBILITY 3 SON.
SHELTER 104 IF EVERYONE LIVED LIKE THE U.S., WE WOULD NEED 6.9 PLANETS.
GOODS/SERVICES 12.1
[TOTAL FOOTPRINT 31 _ )
The space required by my life was larger than | anticipated. An environmentalist 1.45_5124'331” ANITY'S ECOLOGIGRL FOOTPRINT
whose footprint is almost seven times the amount available? Surely my answers L
on meat intake were slightly exaggerated- right? Although I still struggle to limitmy /_/-"
consumption of fast food and gasoline, myfootprint.org can leave a bitter taste to m“
most environmentally conscious North Americans. That is because people living in  2*°[
the United States leave the second largest footprint in the world behind the United  Zesf-
Arab Emirates (25 acres). The smallest ecological footprint can be found in Af- 2 oal-
ghanistan (less than I acre). Compare of

logical footprint is more accurate since trade statistics are more complete. Whatis L. . ., . ., , ., |
A . bl 1960 1986 1970 1976 1880 1965 1990 1995 2000
the ecological footprint of the Haudenosaunee?

According to the new Living Planet Report, issued by the World Wildlife Fund, the global ecological footprint of hu-
mans exceeded the total space available on Mother Earth sometime in 1986 [see Fig. 2]. Ever since a Cayuga Chief
carried a message to the United Nations long ago, the Haudenosaunee have taken an interest in the global picture.
More recently, the HETF has been reviewing a proposal to amend the Great Lakes Charter Annex to allow for Great
Lakes water withdrawals. The Annex is a global reminder that the millions of people who have built mansions in the
desert now seek clean water, and they are close on our track.

neil patterson jr.

My Footprint can be found at www.myfootprint.org.
The Living Planet Report 2004 can be found at www.panda.org

director, tep
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The Measure of a Tree

] We will be having a search to find
and measure some of Tuscarora Na-
tionds oldest and
looking for some of the more com-
monly found species such as White
Oak, Red Oak, Maple, Beech, Black
Walnut, Ash, Basswood, etc. If you
want to submit any other species
found on the Tuscarora Nation, feel
free. We will need you to submit
your name, species of tree, location
of tree, and the circumference of the
treebds trunk 4
ground.

We will run this search through the
rest of this Fall, Winter and into
Spring. Please submit any tree infor-
mation to Vince Schiffert or the Tus-
caror a School 6s
would like to map the locations of our
AEI der Treeso on
the Tuscarora Nation we have in our
language room. Next Spring we
would be able to plan a hike to view
these special trees.

So all you hunters, gatherers, hikers
and wood cutters,
you to share som
and for everyone else, this is a great
reason to get outside and enjoy the
great Fal | webve
be afraid of the cold, get out there
and enjoy walking in the woods in the
Winter. Bundle up and bring a lunch.
Have a great time. (*vince schiffert)

The Request Line

] We would like to quickly wish
Matthew Patterson a Happy Birthday
this November 26th! Happy Birthday!

Car Round -up

] Moving along with the momentum
of our recent clean up of the Chapel
Spring, t he Ar my
junkyard, TEP is planning to collect
junk/abandon cars on the Nation.
People diffidently took notice of
PHASE ONE, which was the collec-
tion of junk cars in yards. In total 86

cars were removed from 21 homes.
Many nya:weds to
nized the importance of removing

these incongruous eyesores.
argest tree. We
With the money raised, we will soon

be collecting car and truck tires for
disposal. If you have tires in your
yard you want to get rid of, please
call the Tuscarora Environment Pro-
gram soon and we will put your name
on a list to have your tires removed.
If you want to dispose of the tires
yourself, the cost will be from

f e%l.00/pagspngerf tirepoff thet rine to

$0.20/Ib for large commercial/tractor
tires (names of possible companies
are in the last TEN issue, Fall 2004).

PHASE TWO will be about the re-
moval of abandon cars in local fields

M adngh areaywoedjots. e A similar ypreject

t

e

was completed a few years ago in

pogjunciian withaal locap lanwoenfarce-o f

ment, and it was a complete success.

The notification of these projects will
be out to you soon, and we would
like complete support and coopera-
tion from Tuscarora to rid our land of
ihis waste. (*makihew pattgrsené  f o

of your Afindso,

Natives On The National Scene

een having Donéo
] This past September saw one of

the largest gatherings of North
American indigenous peoples in re-
cent history. The opening of the Na-
tional Museum of the American In-
dian saw the coming together of hun-
dreds of different Indian Nations and
thousands of participants for this
warm day.

The Haudenosaunee were solidly
represented by all of our different
communities too. From the Cayuga-
Seneca in Oklahoma to the Tus-
carora Nation to the Oneida Nation
on the Thames. Hundreds of Onk-
wehonwe processed together with
GiagiRg and fancingr ang daughter,
showing to the world our strength
and humor.

Inside the museum was a beautiful
representation of what can happen
on a national scene with Native input.

Although the building does resemble
t theo Gadadidn hvarsion, rite is &t -a
monumental addition to the Washing-

ton Mall. (*b int
g ond (*bryan printup)

Below: a photo of Tuscaroras waiting for
the Procession on the Mall.

Tuscarora Nation
2005 Holiday Schedule

Refuse & Recycling Collection

Avlemorial Day

Monday, May 30, 2005
(Delayed until Tuesday May 31)

Andependence Day

Monday, July 4, 2005
(Delayed until Tuesday, July 5)

A abor Day

Monday September 5, 2005
(Delayed until Tuesday, Sept. 6)

AKChristmas Day

Sunday, December 25, 2005
(Delayed until Tuesday, Dec. 27)

*Modern Corporation, 716.754.8226
1.800.662.0012
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ancestors might have noticed were
Goat Island or even Grand Island.

Environment andanguage: =

Comblnlng Skaru:re and our |andlandmasses throughout the year. So

there was a need to either develop or
borrow a word for island. The result
was y u h w , éhickv i very similar

r years now, we have seen ourfor the fresh surroundings that sustainedto the Oneidaworg 0 h w®d not el

language slipping away from us. us. There may have been some similari-

Today, many young Tuscarora learnties in the clans and animals, but the Large masses of fresh water or lakes
their native language in school as aNorth Carolina coastal planes did havewere not known in the Carolinas,
second language just as you wouldsome different terrain, animals, flora and Where as Haudenosaunee Country had
learn a foreign language. In the pastfauna encountered by our ancestors iumerous lakes. We had a word for
our ancestors depended on the environtheir everyday life. the Atlantic Ocean which was
ment as their livelihood, which kept In North Carolina there were many ¢ kh @fale/ te @Ot. word for
them connected to the natural world streams, creeks and a few rivers IargeOcean bemg¢./ k{/uvbno:h Is salt. So
and using their language fluently. Now enough,to have islands, Only during when we arrived into Haudenosaunee
our young children know the name times of low water levels were these is- Country our ancgstors had not encoun-
brands of clothing instead of knowing lands visible and our ancestors probablytered large bod|§s of fresh water or
which type of plant or tree to use for called these same clumps of land either jakes.  But the influence of tr}? Mo-
medicinal purposes. This lack of lan- %hawk word o n y & J [takel might
guage used in the home has discon-

swampu /1 n * éwnsarshy h y %k '/ngg inspired the Tuscarora word
For other parts of the year these islands
nected us from who we are and the

. uny$§8dtareh
. were covered with water. Today here at
environment. Tuscarora we use w2 hfor @éhkt word There were new species of trees that
When our people lived in the home- swamp. In the Tuscarora dictionary thewere never encountered until the arri-
lands of North Carolina we used a dif- description for swamp is bog, low damp val to Haudenosaunee Country. These
ferent vocabulary for the environment place, marsh and young lightly wooded included different types of evergreens
we lived in. As we followed the white forest. Upon arrival to the Niagara Fron- and deciduous trees like the hemlock,
roots of peace north, to Haudenosaunegier, probably one the first things our tamarack, birch and black ash. Like

Country, we had to adopt new words Language Continue to pg. 9

Emergency
Response
Planning:

Tuscarora Style

0E Z00°E Z00E Z0E Z0SE
ur need to identify and solve

O emergency situations at Tus-
carora will be addressed with a new
Tuscarora Emergency/Disaster Re-
sponse Plan, currently in the draft
phase and to be completed by Fall
2006. Typically, an Emer-
gency/Disaster Response Plan is a
plan of action taken in reaction to a
range of scenarios: from a small
man-made accident to a large natu-
ral disaster that encompasses the

entire Nation and outlying communi-
ties to an international situation in-
volving the United States and/or Can-
ada. The Plan of action includes op-
tions on how to respond to various
circumstances, and ways to mitigate
the problems that arise. It will also
account for recovery and restoration
to the communities effected.

The HETF is part of a larger initiative
to facilitate Native communities to
develop their Emergency/Disaster
Response Plans. Our communities
react and handle situations differ-
ently, and specific plans for us would
be apposite.

Some actions taken by Native com-
munities in an emergency reflect the
cooperative spirit, something that we
have had experience with for centu-
ries and in times of hardship and re-
newal.

In recent years, the winter ice storm

of 1998 in the St Regis Mohawk
area is an example of this. In that
disaster, off Nation residents al-
lowed their food in their refrigera-
tors/freezers to go bad, while Mo-
hawk residents spontaneously took
their food to a central location to
feed the Nation before it went bad.
Having this innate sense to think of
the community is an instinct com-
mon among us Natives.

At Tuscaror a, in
I remember Nation residents with
snowmobiles (again spontaneously)
riding around making sure everyone
had everything they needed to last
through the blizzard. The common-
ality of these winter situations has
developed our quality of response,
but what happens if a tornado hits?

Emergency Continue to pg. 10
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luh%hst al Tilia americana

This deciduous tree can reach up to 80 foot in height and in some cases the trunk
of the tree can reach up to a yard in diameter. U h ¥ HJ®rtthe basswood tree can
also be identified as the Linden tree. The leaves are heart-shaped with a finely-
sharped toothed edge that can grow up to 10" in length and are sometimes hairy
underneath. In the upper areas of the trunk the bark is grayish in color and smooth.
A The lower parts of the trunk are dark and shallowly grooved when mature. Blossom-
ing in April until June the yellow fragrant flowers hang in clusters in the middle of the
d long slender bract. Just below the large leaves are the fruits that look like spinning

d parachutes that ripen between August and October. These fruits of the basswood

B are favored foods by the ruffed grouse, prairie chicken, and squirrels to name a few.
Moist rich woods are the preference of the basswood and it can be found here at
Tuscarora. The inner bark can be made into a tea and used for lung ailments and
the bark poultice can be used to draw out boils. The inner bark of the basswood
and the roots are tough, fibrous and can be twisted into cords, mats, and lines.
(Basswood Tree , Tilia americana)

U-k rhal Faqus grandifolia__Erh.

I n t he pas tUwash eectidn oktiees hatorious at Tuscarora for
discreet lovers to park. Today this section of trees has been destroyed for
the construction of the Lewiston Reservoir. Fortunately, you can find this
tree in other areas around Tuscarora. Throughout Haudenosaunee Coun-
try this tree is getting harder to establish due to a fungus striking the bark of
the tree. This tree predominately grows in the Northern Hemisphere and
can be found native to different areas of the world. It grows up to 80 foot
tall with a wide trunk that can have a 2' - 3' foot diameter base. In this in-
stance the bark of the tree is smooth and gray in color. To identify the
leaves they are elongate, oval with long teeth along the margins. The interesting part about the Beech tree is the
edible fruit it produces. A prickly husk encloses the nuts and it curls back as the nuts mature. The nuts are little tri-
angle in shape that grows in a cluster of 4 under the husk. Some medicinal uses from the tree include chewing the
nuts to expel worms, bark used for lung ailments and the leaves made into a tea and used for burns, frost bite and
poison ivy. (Beech Tree, Fagus grandifolia Erh.)

un8odkyeh Belula sp.

The tree is native to Turtle Island and the bark was used to make ca-
noes. Today at Tuscarora there are no native birch trees, but it has
been planted as an ornamental tree in various spots. Growing to at
least 70 feet, the leaves are oval shaped with a point and has a jagged
edge. During the spring and summer the leaves are light green in color
and turn yellow in the fall. Flowers of the birch are male & female and
appear on the same tree. Male catkins are long and dangle at the
branch tips. Female catkins are short, thick, erect buds that eventually
become cones containing seeds. The
with narrow horizontal stripes. Don't confuse this bark with the cherry
tree, when peeling the bark of the birch tree it will readily separate into
layers. Yellow and Gray Birch can be found throughout Haudenosau-
nee Country but not here at Tuscarora. A medicinal use for this tree
would be used after a woman has given birth. (Birch Tree , Belula sp.)




