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DID  YOU  KNOWé? 
 

1. 90% of the energy needed to wash one load of clothes goes to heating the 
water. [Try using cold water more often.]  Whatôs more amazing is that 94% of 
energy is squandered to heat up the 35 lbs of steel that the average conven-
tional oven is made of, while the other 6% is put towards actually cooking the 
food. 

2. The length of the Tuscarora Nationôs perimeter is longer than 203 football 
fields placed end to end. 

3. There are three rows of white wampum, between the two rows of purple wam-
pum in the Kaswentha (Two Row) Belt, and they symbolize Peace, Friendship 
and Respect 

4. 342 different species of birds found in the Niagara River area, which includes a 
record 19 separate species of gulls alone. 

5. Jake Swampôs and Erwin Printup Jr.ôs book, Giving Thanks: A Native Ameri-
can Good Morning Message has been recognized and recorded on the PBS 
series, óReading Rainbowô. 

6. If the nine northeastern states [ME, NH, VT, CT, MA, RI, NY, NJ, PA] were a 
country, they would rank sixth among the top climate-polluting nations of the 
world. 

7. Despite the devastation from the Sullivan-Clinton Campaign of 1779, the cam-
paign was not successful.  While many history books make it appear that the 
Haudenosaunee were conquered as result of these attacks, the people re-
turned to their homelands and rebuilt their communities.  The home fires and 
councils fires were rekindled once again and the Confederacy, although weak-
ened, survived.  Because [George] Washington ordered the destruction of Iro-
quoia, the Haudenosaunee have called him, and all subsequent presidents, by 
the same name Hon-nah-dah-guy-uss, meaning ñTown Destroyerò. 

8. All together the Haudenosaunee Confederacy held as its own 24,894,080 
acres of some of the most beautiful and resource wealthy lands in all of North 
America.  Yet traditional Haudenosaunee were careful custodians of the Earth 
for no where in this broad expanse of territory was there a single polluted 
stream, hazardous waste site or open landfill. 

9. 28 of the 50 states get their names from American Indian languages and over 
67% of all streets and city names are Indian related. 

10. In addition there are many óEnglishô words that are actually Indian words, like: 
potato, skunk, woodchuck, hurricane, moose, skunk, banana, yankee, barbe-
cue, cannibal, cocoa, stogie and punk. 

 

 

Source Information, see page 11 

ON THE COVER:  A large hardwood ur°Îeh [tree].  Photo taken by Bryan Printup.  This 

ur°Îeh is located in the NW corner of the Nation, between Upper Mountain uhah¯Îte 
[road] and the usy°hakt [Lewiston] thyakuty¯war¯tyaÎne [ Reservoir].  With the majority of 

our Nation under a tree canopy, we must remember to respect trees and understand 
their place in our lives: provider of air, of warmth, shelter and protection.  

The Tuscarora Environment Pro-
gram is a subsidiary of the 
Haudenosaunee Environmental 
Task Force [HETF], established in 
1992 by the Grand Council.  It is 
composed of delegates chosen by 
each of the Haudenosaunee Nations 
who are committed to identifying 
environmental problems in their 
communities and to work to find 
solutions to these problems. 
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F r o m  T h e  D I R E C T O R  

Nei l  Patterson j r. 
Director, TEP  

óTHE PETRO PUZZLEô 

A 
 tumultuous task stands before the Tuscarora Nation: to address the sources of petroleum products that exist 
within the Tuscarora territory. These sources have evolved over time, beginning with kerosene for lamps and 
heaters at the turn of the century and rising sharply with the reliance on automobiles during the 1950ôs. Peo-

ple were soon filling their cars and tractors in addition to their furnaces, stoves, lamps and motors. Some began pur-
chasing larger tanks for their farms and eventually others began selling gasoline and kerosene from large under-
ground tanks, like at the Red & White store and Roy Hillôs Filling Station on Upper Mountain Road. The Nation even 
allowed petroleum storage tanks installed by New York State at the Tuscarora Indian School. The Nation never es-
tablished a formal policy regulating the purchase and sale of petroleum products on the Nation. 

There is more information about the effects of petroleum today than our people knew fifty years ago. Gasoline 
cannot be easily removed from groundwater and it is proven to be carcinogenic, or cancer causing. The laissez-faire 
policy of the Nation and the growing acceptance of a small and lucrative industry among Tuscarora People has cre-
ated a fairly acrimonious situation which should be disregarded for now. The health and skeneh of the Tuscarora 
People is paramount. We have the tools in our own system to deal with problems like these if we focus on our roles 
and responsibilities through our Clan system and to our coming generations. 

While health-related concerns over petroleum products and processing take priority, 
the Environment Program has undertaken a sundry and sometimes uncertain direction in 
prospect for resolution: 

Rene Rickard and Matthew Patterson have completed a number of tank inspector 

trainings, and Matthew will become a certified inspector through the Intertribal Council of 
Arizonaôs American Indian Underground Storage Tank Inspector Certification program 
this December; 

We are working with the USEPA to notify individuals who operate filling stations on 

the territory and the suppliers of petroleum products from off the territory are responsible 
for contamination or spills; 

Some gas station owners have been cooperative with the Environment Program on 

physical inspections, spill responses and discussing regulatory issues; 

The abandoned tanks from the late Roy Hillôs gas station on Upper Mountain Road 

were cleaned and filled in place.  There was little to no product left in the tanks which were remediated by the envi-
ronmental contractor, Natureôs Way. The soil around the site was tested for petroleum.  Two other sites on the Reser-
vation are being assessed in order to pursue removal actions; 

We have had several productive meetings with the New York Power Authority and the Indian Health Service re-

garding systems to provide safe drinking water due to serious petroleum contaminants found in Tuscarora monitoring 
wells during the NYPA groundwater study; 

The Draft Tuscarora Nation Emergency Response Plan is being built in conjunction with the Niagara County Re-

sponse Plans. 

 The recent rise of gas stations in combination with cigarette stores during the 1980ôs is a serious concern for 
those of us still using groundwater for drinking, cooking and bathing.  We need to acknowledge the role of petroleum 
and energy sources in the life of a Tuscarora person and make decisions based on the common sense and good 
minds our future generations expect. Should the Nation address smaller sources, such as minimum requirements 
home heating oil tanks? Will the Nation regulate petroleum storage tanks? Should all tanks be aboveground?  What 
happens when we find a leaking tank? Will the owners and operators cooperate? Why should they? More coming 
soon. 

Attention  

If anyone believes 

their groundwater 

may be affected by 

petroleum products 

or by other solvents 

or chemicals, please 

call the Environment 

Program at 609.3810 

to arrange for sam-

pling and analysis.  
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Office Space  

]  We would like to wish a belated 
birthday to Dan Hill, who celebrated 
his day on October 13th.  Congratu-
lations Dan!  We would also like to 
wish Matt Patterson a Happy Birth-
day this November 26th.  Happy 
Birthday Matt! 

]  Many Nya:weôs to Beth Rickard for 
all your hard work here at the Office.  
Continue your university studies and we 
hope to see you here in the office again 
in 2006.  Nya:we. 

We would also like to say nya:we to 
Richie Hill for his services to the TEP.  
He worked with our relicensing project 
and we thank him for all  of his dedica-
tion.  Thank you. 

]  Farewell to Dan Hill.  Although he will 
be spending one or two days a week at 
the TEP office, his new office is now at 
the S.H.A.R.E. Farm in the Finger 
Lakes region.  Good luck with every-
thing and keep up the good work.   

 

A to Z:  The TEP Office  

]  Please stop by the office and 
check out what the Tuscarora Envi-
ronment has to offer: 

- Pick up a copy of the Relicensing 
Agreement (for those that have not 
picked it up from their Clanmother or 
Chief). 

- Share your old photographs with 
our collection, and in return, receive 
an electronic copy of our old photos 
collection. 

- View our GIS system and take a 
look at your home and the land 
around you.  Maybe even take home 
a map of the area. 

- Request back copies of the Tus-
carora Environment News [TEN].  Or 
drop off your editorials, pictures or 
information to be included in our next 
edition of the TEN. 

- Peruse our library and video collec-
tion about indigenous issues and en-
vironmental concerns.  We also have 
a TV/VCR viewing station if you 

 Position  Opening 

The position includes various du-

ties including: 

Habitat Coordinator to coordi-

nate Natural and Cultural Re-

source Damage Assessments, habi-

tat restoration projects and natural 

resource publications; 

Assistance with various New 

York Power Authority Relicensing 

efforts, including oral history inter-

views, field work, research, and 

planning; 

Other associated office duties 

and Tuscarora Environment Pro-

gram efforts. 

 The position is expected to last at 

least one year and may become per-

manent, contingent on available 

funding. 

 Specifications 

30-40 hours/ week 

Working outside in all conditions 

Some weekends and holidays 

 Qualifications 

Environmental education and ex-

perience a must (B.S. preferred) 

Reliable transportation 

Decent physical shape 

 Perks 

Commensurate with experience 

(starting at $10/hour) 

 

 DEADLINE of December 30, 2005 

 Please submit cover letter and re-

sume by December 30 to: 
Tuscarora Environment Program 

c/o Neil Patterson Jr. 

2045 Upper Mountain Rd 

Sanborn, NY 14132 

716.609.3810 

Any questions please call the TEP 

office or stop by.  Nya:we. 

would like to watch it in the office. 

- Share your experiences with our 
office about different environmental 
encounters here on the Nation. 

- Nation residents with a Haudeno-
saunee redcard can come by and 
pick up their tags for off-reservation 
hunting for small game, big game, 
and riffle and bow hunting. 

 

My Bad.  

]  An omission on my part.  In the 
Fall 2005 edition of the TEN we failed 
to include Lynn Williams and Family 
in our thank-youôs to those who par-
ticipated in our Family gardens pro-
ject at the Picnic Grove.  Their hard 
work is greatly appreciated and I 
know we will see them out there next 
year for the 2006 Tuscarora Nation 
Picnic and Field Days.  Thank you, 
again, to the Williamsô family. 

 

2006 Holiday Schedule  

]  for Refuse & Recycling Collection 
for Modern Disposal Customers: 

ÅNew Years Day [Sunday Jan, 1, 
2006]  Collection will be delayed until 
Tuesday Jan. 3, 2006. 

ÅMemorial Day [Monday May 29, 
2006].  Collection will be delayed un-
til Tuesday May 30, 2006. 

ÅLabor Day [Monday Sep. 4, 2006].  
Collection will be delayed until Tues-
day Sept 5, 2006. 

ÅChristmas Day [Monday Dec. 25, 
2006].  Collection will be delayed un-
til Tuesday Dec. 26, 2006. 

 

The above are the only holidays in 
2006 that will affect your refuse and 
recycling collection.  FMI:  754.8226 
or 1.800.662.0012, Modern Disposal. 

If you would like a copy of the Resi-
dential Recycling Guide please con-
tact the Environment Office or stop 
by the Office.  The Guide outlines 
what can and cannot be recycled in 
our Blue Bins. 

R E G I O N A L   N E W S 
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L  
ocal stakeholders are putting 
the crunch on the New York 
Power Authority to extrapolate 

the Niagara Power Project settlement 
reached with local stakeholders and 
the Tuscarora Nation.  The Power 
Authority filed a fifty-year license ap-
plication for the Niagara Power Pro-
ject with the federal government on 
August 19, 2005. The Application 
consists of seven major exhibits, 
each exhibit including separate de-
scriptions of Project operations, con-
struction, costs, financing, designs, 
boundary maps and statements 
about the need for power. It is ac-
companied by the Offer of Settlement 
and Explanatory Settlement, which, 
among other signed settlement 
agreements with local stakeholders, 
contains the Tuscarora Settlement 
Agreement signed by the Power Au-
thority and the Tuscarora Nation on 
August 1, 2005. Many of you are fa-
miliar with the ñnegotiationsò, having 
been directly involved in crafting cer-
tain terms now included in the text of 
the Agreement. 

 Throughout the offer of settlement 
made to the Nation last winter, the 
Power Authority made it very clear at 
several relicensing meetings that set-
tlements with Niagara University and 
Buffalo would be minimal. Although 
the $225 Million (2007 Net Present 
Value) offer to Buffalo and the sub-
stantial offers of land, money and 
power to Niagara University arenôt 
official yet, Tuscarora people are in-
tently watching NYPAôs response to 
an increasing clamor of local commu-
nities claiming Power Project woes. 
As the stakes get higher and the 
claims get louder, settlement offers 

with these communities make lasting 
impressions for many Tuscarora peo-
ple who still live in the shadow of the 
Project. 

The Environmental Record  

The Tuscarora Environment Program 
and the Chiefs Council have been 
working with the Power Authority to 
address comments in the environ-
mental record of the relicensing that 
have major implications for future 
generations of Tuscarora people. At 
issue is whether NYPAôs Environ-
mental Assessment appropriately 
conveys the impacts of the Niagara 
Power Project on the people and 
natural resources of Tuscarora terri-
tory. 

The Environmental Assessment is a 
310-page document submitted as 
part of NYPAôs license application 
that explains the proposed actions 
and the alternatives of the relicensing 
decision before the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC). 
Upon review of the document, and in 
consideration of public comments, 
FERC will issue their own Environ-
mental Impact Statement. The idea is 
to prepare the Commission with an 
environmental analysis created coop-
eratively with stakeholders before-
hand in order to avoid an analysis of 
the impacts under a ñtraditionalò pol-
icy of FERC environmental review. 
FERC will issue a draft of the State-
ment around the time a new fifty-year 
license is issued. Some of the prob-
lems with the Environmental Assess-
ment include: 

ǐ  There are errors made in depicting 

the boundary line of the Tuscarora 

Nation in several maps of local geog-
raphy and resources throughout the 
Environmental Assessment. These 
maps use information from a 1938 
survey of the Tuscarora Nation, 
which omits a strip of land containing 
wooden utility poles trespassing on 
the southern boundary of the Nation.  
The Power Authority has agreed to 
amending the maps submitted to 
FERC in cooperation with the Nation. 

ǐ  Most of the environmental analysis 

completed to assess project impacts 
are not applicable to the Nation, with 
the exception of one: the Oral History 
Transcripts. The Nation has been 
working with the Power Authority to 
amend the record to include an 
analysis of the transcripts completed 
by the NYPA called ñVoices of the 
People.ò The inclusion of the actual 
recordings of the interviews along-
side the report is also being consid-
ered. In the ñAffected Environment- 
Socioeconomic Resourcesò section 
of the EA, NYPA attempts to explain 
the complicated nature of how oral 
history is inextricably linked to Tus-
carora resources. NYPA states: 

ñAt the request of the TN, 
information was collected 
through oral interviews with 
members of the TN regarding 
the recollections of their lives 
before and after construction of 
the Niagara Power Project. The 
rational for the investigation was 
to capture qualitative (albeit sub-
jective) information that might 
not be otherwise obtained in any 
of the other studies performed 
for the relicensing effort of the 
Niagara Power Project. Thirty-
seven Tuscarora elders were 
interviewed on a wide range of 
subjects including Tuscarora lan-
guage use, farming, fishing, 
hunting, traditional events, social 
organization, and related cultural 
topics. Tuscarora interviewers 
conducted most of the interviews 

Oh, the places we go:  Çkahn®htati-Albany, NY; Uhµ:yuÎ-Alleghany Reservation; HaÎ K¯:neÎ Yuhwe:nuÎ-America; UÎwnan°haÎ-Asia; 
öhsku:Î-Auburn, NY; waÎwn§:ks¯:-badlands; w°Îtyay¯Î-a bay; Kay¯ny¯kehstaÎ-bathroom; u­§:takwtneyuteh¼har¯w-beach; 
k¯Îyetakwthr§hkhwaÎ-bedroom; W§hst¯-Boston, MA; ¼hskweh-bridge; NyuÇru:r¯Î-Buffalo, NY; yak¯:n¯Î-building; yenehna:ryeh-burial ground;  

NYPA Relicensing continues to pg.  09 
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Skaru:r¯Î  Ka:ryu:Î k°haÎn¯Î 

 
Gray Wolf ï Canis lupus  

The Gray Wolf is an animal that can reach up to 120 pounds and be up to 72 inches long from 
head to tail tip and 24 ï 36 inches tall at the shoulders.  The top layer of the wolfôs fur consists of 
a thick oily guard that repels water and the second layer is a soft undercoat fur which keeps 
them warm.  Because of this a wolf never loses any heat and keeps warm, whether their fur is 
wet or dry.  When a wolf is born it is born with blue eyes that turn to yellow, green or misty or-
ange and can be any color, pure white to jet black.  The average life cycle of a Gray wolf is 7 ï 
10 years and can live in a pack of 3 ï 40 members.  In every pack there is an alpha male and 
female, who usually mate for life and have equal roles about protecting the pack, housing the 
pack and feeding the cubs.  They have special scent glands that are used for identification and 
other scent glands used to mark their territory.  These are animals famous for hunting in packs.  
Prior to going out on the hunt, they will play and get excited for the hunt.  They will stalk their 
prey and watch for the weak.  The lead male wolf will in most times lead the hunt.  Their diet 
includes moose, deer, caribou, beavers, elk, big horn sheep, oxen, rabbits, squirrels, waterfowl, 

mice, mountain goats, fruits & vegetation.  In the past the gray wolf could be found throughout most of North American 
and Mexico, today their range is limited to the northern US, Canada, and Alaska. 
 

Gray Fox ï Urocyon cinereogentus  
The gray fox is very similar to the red fox, but has a few different characteristics than 
the red fox.  The size is very similar weighing up to 13 pounds and can be 40 inches in 
length.  The fur is salt and pepper with reddish patches on the back of the head, neck, 
belly and sides with a black strip down its back with a long bushy tail.  Unlike the red fox 
that prefers open habitats, the gray fox prefer woody bushy habitats and will live in a 
hollow log and beneath ground burrows.  To mark their territory they will scent trees and 
posts with their urine.  They are nocturnal but on some occasions will be seen during 
the day.  They will mate in the late winter and have 2 ï 7 offspring.  The male tends to 
the young, but does not den with them.  Foods of choice are rabbits, mice, birds, eggs, 
insects, and plants.  They will also eat scorpions, stinger and all.  Another interesting 
fact about gray fox is they have been known to climb trees for protection or to look for food.  Sometimes they will climb a 
tree to ambush their victims from above.  Preferring warmer climates they will be found in the south and drier climates, 
like Arizona and Mexico. 
 
 
 

   Dog - Canis familiaris     
The manôs best friend is what these animals are called.  Dogs like humans are highly social and 
love to travel and hunt in packs.  Dogs have been domesticated for 14, 000 ï 15,000 years which 
over time have been the development of specific breeds.  Because of this there are many breeds 
of dog and each dog breed has different characteristics throughout the world.  Many dogs had 
specific duties like hunting and pulling packs while traveling, or staying at home to guard the 
house, or being a companion to many families and elderly which is its primary function today.  All 
dogs originate from the Canidae family.  The size varies according to breed and weight.  Their 
body temperature is 110.4 ï 102.2 degrees F and their heart rate is 70 ï 130 beats per minute 
depending on size.  A smaller dogôs heartrate will be faster than a larger dog.  Female dogs usu-
ally will come into heat twice a year, but could be less or more and the gestation for a female dog 
is 60 ï 67 days.  Dogs come in all shapes sizes, colors, long hair, short hair, etc, but they all have 
4 toes on their front and back legs.  The average life of a dog living with people is 6 ï 15 years. 

Sw®:k¯Î-Canada; UtaÎnar§hkhwaÎ-Canandaigua, NY; ut§:Îneh-camp; yunh¼:­¯Î-cape (of land); kataÎnakweÎnµ:yuÎ-capitol city; haÎyut§kwn¯:t-
cell (in a jail);  YeÎnehn§:ryeh-cemetary; YeÎru­r¯hkwha-church; kateÎkwaÎn²hr¯-circus; ut§:Îneh-city; Kakun°hwakskyehah-clinic; haÎ 
tiwak°hya:t-the coast; Kay¯În°:taÎÇ-Condolence Ceremony; un°hseh-cottage; y¯tk¯nihsÎ§ÎthaÎ-council house; ka­²:snay¯Î-court of justice; 

Çkwarµ:n¯    thkwa ree-neh 

¢²r    cheis 


