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Winter on the Tuscarora Nation. Photograph by Tuscarora Environment Office. 

The Tuscarora Environment 
Program is a subsidiary of the 
Haudenosaunee Environmental 
Task Force [HETF], established in 
1992 by the Grand Council.  It is 
composed of delegates chosen by 
each of the Haudenosaunee Nations 
who are committed to identifying 
environmental problems in their 
communities and to work to find 
solutions to these problems. 
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1. American Indian lands in the lower 48 states comprise over 45 million acres of 
reserved lands and an additional 10 million in individual allotments. There are 
another 40 million acres of traditional Native lands in Alaska. 

2. The Penobscot tribe of Maine hold a Kanata 100 race on their reservation 
every year. It takes about four days to walk. 

3. Giant Hogweed was introduced into Europe and N. America in the early 1900s. 
It is native to the Caucasus Region on Euroasia. 

4. Giant Hogweed is a U.S. Federal Noxious Weed, making it unlawful to 
propagate, sell or transport this plant in the U.S. 

5.   Organic agriculture takes COϜ out of the atmosphere 3 times faster than 
conventional agriculture.   

6. If only 10,000 medium sized farms in the U.S. converted to organic production, 
they would store so much carbon in the soil that it would be equivalent to 
taking 1,174,400 cars off the road, or reducing car miles driven by 14.62 billion 
miles. 

7. The Niagara River watershed is 1225 square miles with 7 major tributaries, 
including Tonawanda Creek, Buffalo River, Smokes Creek, Scajaquada Creek, 
Cayuga Creek, Gill Creek, Fish Creek, and Two Mile Creek. 

8. The Niagara River is a 37-mile strait with an average flow of 212,000 cubic feet 
per second at Buffalo. 

9. The Niagara River runs over an ancient landform, the Niagara Escarpment 
(The Ridge). This cliff of exposed bedrock is over 1,000 miles long, extending 
from central New York to Illinois and a major defining element of the Great 
Lakes. 

10. 64 percent of Americans consider it very important to conserve and protect 
wetlands, but two-thirds of the Great Lakes wetlands have been lost and many 
of those remaining are threatened by development, drainage or pollution. 

 

 

 

 

Source information, see page 11. 

www.tuscaroraenvironment.com 



 TEN Winter 2008  03 

 

 

Resolutions!  
 

 

 

 

 

We each seem to have this love-hate relationship with New Years resolutions. Either we 
pile on the stress of unrealistic goals because we love lists and planning for the future, or 
we hate psyching ourselves out with misleading resolutions to daunting situations in our 
lives. Either way, we all deal with our future in some form or another. But what about the 
future of our Mother Earth. Do we ever include her in our plans? 

 

The solid waste audit was completed in Fall 2008.   Once this data is calculated and put together, a clearer 
understanding of Tuscaroraôs waste issues will be understood. On page 5 you can learn a bit more about the process 
followed and read about some examples of the information collected. Managing your household garbage responsibly is 
one way that your family can make a resolution to Mother Earth to help keep her blemish-free.  In the coming year I 
hope that we can see more households cleaning up private open dumps and managing their household waste. 

 

A long time coming!  Back in early 2000 Tuscarora Environment and USDA-NRCS joined forces to inventory the soils at 
Tuscarora.  This was a new step for both Tuscarora and NRCS, a federal entity, who agreed to generate a document 
where all the data is controlled by the Tuscarora Nation.  The article on page 6 gives you a brief description of this 
document.  If any Tuscarora citizens are interested in viewing or owning this document feel free to stop by the office.  
This soil survey is a way that Tuscarora has made a resolution to mother earth.  The document gives accurate soil data 
about the best activities for each soil class.  Check it out! 

 

The idea of a new yearôs resolution is as good a springboard as any to get yourself going. Sometimes its easier to start 
with the basics: donôt litter; clean up after yourself; pollution is bad; and reduce, reuse, recycle. Which ever your 
approach, sit down and work through them, youôll satisfy some pretty ambition resolutions when you try. So as we close 
the 2008 year and begin 2009 I hope we can empower ourselves, our families, and our Tuscarora community to make a 
resolution to Mother Earth.  Thank her daily for providing all that we need to sustain life. 

 

Lets all make a resolution this year for a cleaner Mother Earth!  

Rene Rickard 
Office Administrator, TEP  
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